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Three state parks take part in Great American Backyard Campout, June 23 
 

Three North Dakota state parks are participating in the National Wildlife Federation’s Great American 
Backyard Campout on Saturday June, 23. Fort Abraham Lincoln, Lake Metigoshe and Turtle River state 
parks have events planned along with hundreds of parks throughout the United States. 
 
A Night Under the Stars at Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park 
Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park is allowing tent campers to set up on the hill where the Blockhouses are 
located. It is the first time in the park’s 100-year-plus history campers have been allowed in this area and 
just maybe, the first time tents have been there since General George Armstrong Custer left for his ill-
fated venture in Montana. 
 
Participants in the FALSP event should be prepared to camp with minimal amenities – no fires, no 
charcoal and no generators are permitted. Parking is available at the Blockhouses. The area will open for 
camping at 5 p.m., participants are to register at the entrance station and sites will be on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Camp sites are $12 and there is a $5 vehicle fee to enter the park. At 9:30 p.m., join 
Gateway to Science’s Jon Archer at the flagpole for a talk on the stars. A telescope will be available for 
viewing the night sky. 
 
Reliving the Camping Experience at Lake Metigoshe and Turtle River State Parks 
It’s the eighth year the Great American Backyard Campout is being held at Lake Metigoshe State Park 
and Turtle River State Park. The event provides an opportunity for everyone to re-live, or experience for 
the first time, how much fun it is to spend a night sleeping under the stars and enjoying the sounds of 
nature. Lake Metigoshe State Park invites you to bring your friends and family to camp and celebrate the 
Great American Campout Day. 
 
For more information on the Great American Backyard Campout check the North Dakota Parks and 
Recreation Department’s website at www.parkrec.nd.gov. There is also information about the nationwide 
event at the National Wildlife Federation’s website at www.nwf.org/Get-Outside/Great-American-
Backyard-Campout.aspx . 
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