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NDPRD presents Special Merit and Merit awards 
The North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department (NDPRD) presented its Special Merit and Merit 
awards at its annual All Staff meeting held in Bismarck, Oct. 29-31. 

The Special Merit awards are presented to those people and organizations outside the NDPRD who go 
“above and beyond” in their support of the agency and its objectives. This year’s Special Merit Award 
winners are: 

• Cottonwood: This Washburn-based blue grass band has been “instrumental” in bringing their 
music and others to Cross Ranch State Park (CRSP). They have been a long-time participant and 
promoter of the annual Missouri River Blue Grass festival held at the park. In the past two years 
the group has stepped up its commitment to the park through special concerts. In 2011 the group 
helped mark the reopening of the park with a Labor Day concert after Missouri river flooding 
forced the closure of CRSP for most of the season. In 2012 Cottonwood spearheaded efforts for 
three additional concerts at CRSP including the Blue Grass goes Pink concert for breast cancer 
awareness. Band members Keith Koch and Jill Wiese accepted the award with NDPRD Director 
Mark Zimmerman presenting. 

• Garrison Area Improvement Association (GAIA): This organization has taken an active role in 
the opening and operation of the new Garrison Bay Marina located at Fort Stevenson State Park 
(FSSP). GAIA financed the purchase and installation of three new dock piers and has taken on 
the tasks of promoting the new marina. This organizations willingness to support FSSP and the 
Garrison Bay Marina has helped turn the facility into a world class marina. Pictured: The GAIA 
was represented by Mike Youngs and new director Keith Witt. FSSP’s Ranger Chad Trautman 
presented the award with NDPRD Director Mark Zimmerman. 

• John Hoganson: The State paleontologist is instrumental in the launching and continuation of 
fossil digs across North Dakota. He has garnered national and international recognition for the 
natural and paleo resources of the state. NDPRD partnered with Hoganson, the Department of 
Mineral Resources, the State Historical Society and the community of Walhalla in hosting nine 
very successful digs in 2012. There were 169 people taking part in the digs from all over the 
country. As NDPRD seeks to expand its program offerings, Hoganson has been a wonderful 
ambassador for the NDPRD. Hoganson accepts the award from NDPRD Zimmerman. 

• Craig Kjellerson: This Triangle Electric employee has been outstanding in his support of Lewis 
and Clark State Park as western North Dakota’s population growth due to the oil activity has put 
significant strains on the park’s resources. Kjellerson was there for the park when on opening 



weekend power to the park’s cabins went down. He spent 11 hours in threatening weather 
conditions to restore the electricity. He took time out of his very busy schedule to make sure the 
cabins were operational and renters were able to enjoy the opening weekend. According to park 
manager Greg Corcoran, Kjellerson has made numerous trips to the park over the past four 
seasons to fix electrical problems and has never charged for the services. 

• Snowmobile North Dakota (SND): The crew from SND, Kerri Wanner, Todd Thronson and 
Tari Norby worked with the NDPRD’s Erik Dietrich in conducting a snowmobile groomer field 
test to determine if the NDPRD’s procurement specifications needed to be modified. NDPRD and 
SND worked together to plan and conduct the state’s first head-to-head snowmobile groomer 
field test. The event was a huge success and determined that NDPRD’s procurement 
specifications were in good standing. Wanner, Norby, and Thronson accept the award from the 
NDPRD’s Dietrich and Director Mark Zimmerman. 

NDPRD employees cited for going above and beyond their job descriptions in 2012 including: Outdoor 
Recreation Trainer Matt Gardner, Biologist Justin Parks, Cross Ranch State Park Seasonal Ranger 
Ryan Gardner and the Pembina Gorge Development team consisting of Pembina Gorge Recreation Area 
manager Mike Duerre, Planner Marc Brown and Recreation Division Manager Arik Spencer. 

 


