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Tunge is 2012 Cal Renner Award of Excellence recipient 
Longtime Lake Sakakawea State Park Manager John Tunge is the recipient of the 2012 North Dakota 
Parks and Recreation Department (NDPRD) Cal Renner Award of Excellence. 

The Cal Renner Award is the NDPRD’s highest honor given annually to recognize individuals, groups or 
businesses whose efforts have contributed substantially to furthering the goals of the NDPRD. Award 
winners have demonstrated a long-term commitment to the vision, mission and goals of the department 
and the State of North Dakota, as well as their involvement in their local community. 

Tunge has been a member of the NDPRD since 1976 and manager of Lake Sakakawea State Park since 
1979. He has been and is involved in many of the NDPRD committees, held various offices of the State 
Park Management Association and served on the Mercer County ambulance Board and Riverdale Credit 
Union. Tunge is a licensed law enforcement professional and has taken the lead in development of the 
NDPRD law enforcement policies. He is the NDPRD law enforcement instructor and armorer. 

The annual handicap deer hunt at Lake Sakakawea State Park was established by Tunge in 2002. The 
popular program allows those confined to a wheelchair to experience the art of hunting. Tunge was told 
that he was the award’s recipient at the hunt which was held last weekend. 

The award is named after the late Cal Renner, who served as the NDPRD’s carpenter from 1987 to 1991. 
His commitment to excellence year in and year out, combined with his ability to work with a variety of 
individuals, employees and volunteers, set an outstanding example of excellence. 

Information about the North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department can be found online at 
www.parkrec.nd.gov. 
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