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Although the winter season in the great North Dakota 
outdoors is just beginning, I want to take a few minutes to 
re�ect on the 2014 “summer camping” season. Visitors and 
campers to the parks set an all-time high in camper nights with 
over 68,000 camper nights and daily visitation numbers should 
once again achieve the million mark! To me those numbers say 
a lot about North Dakota Parks 
and Recreation.

For one thing, people are 
turning to the state parks and 
recreation areas for their 
outdoor adventures. �ey enjoy 
the camping, �shing, horseback 
riding, biking, hiking, birding, 
canoeing and kayaking—just to 
name a few of the activities to 
do in our parks. People appreci-
ate the clean and safe parks and 
recreation areas and continue to 
support the programs o�ered.   

�ose statistics also mean the 
sta� at the parks are busy. �e 
full-time and seasonal sta� 
continue to provide �rst class 
services and facilities and I am 
proud and honored to be a 
small part of such dedicated and 
hardworking sta�.

2015 is the golden anniversa-
ry year for North Dakota Parks and Recreation. �is issue of 
the North Dakota Parks and Recreation newsletter highlights 
the activities planned for all the parks in observation of this 
special milestone. I invite you to stop by one of the parks on 
their anniversary day and enjoy special programming and 
treats.   

My opening sentence was about the winter season. I invite 
you to get outside and explore the parks and recreation areas in 
the next several months. Check out the trails on snowshoes and 
cross country skis, ride some of the 2,800 miles of snowmobile 
trails or just kick back in a cabin or yurt on a wintery weekend. 
Enjoy what North Dakota Parks and Recreation has to o�er all 
year long!

Mark A. Zimmerman
Director 

Reflections on a 
very good year

North Dakota Parks and Recreation 50th Anniversary Committee is work-
ing hard to ensure the 2015 celebration is a memorable one. Over the past 
year a lot of planning and discussion has taken place and it’s now time to start 
implementation of the many facets making up the celebration.

“It amazes me how much work this committee has done,” NDPRD Direc-
tor Mark Zimmerman told committee members in the November meeting. 
“It’s going to be a great year!”

�e travelling exhibit which will house 50 years of history made its debut 
last summer at the North Dakota State Fair. Fair visitors only got to see the 
outside of the trailer which will house the pictures and 
memorabilia recounting the NDPRD’s creation and 
subsequent growth leading to today’s system. �e 
exterior features pictures of park scenery along with a 
history timeline of the department. It received a lot of 
praise from fair-goers who spent a lot of time going 
over the details.

Natural Resources Management Coordinator Kathy 
Duttenhefner leads the e�ort to design the interior of 
the 30-foot trailer which will �rst be on display during 
February and March’s North Dakota sport shows. 
Work on the interior is expected to take place in 
January and it will make its �rst o�cial appearance at 
the Bismarck Tribune Sports Show Feb. 20-21. �e 
exhibit then goes on the road appearing at the Grand 
Forks Men’s Show Feb. 27-March 1; KX Sports Show 
in Minot March 13-15; and in Williston March 21-23. 
�e NDPRD is also taking part in the Red River Valley 
Sportsmen’s Show, March 5-8, but the exhibit won’t be 
on display.

�e kicko� for the anniversary celebration is being 
held at North Dakota’s new Heritage Center located just southeast of the 
Capitol in Bismarck. A program is planned for the afternoon and a tree will 
be planted on the Capitol grounds to mark the anniversary. All former and 
current NDPRD employees are being invited to the event and a picnic will 
be held for the group at Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park later in the 
afternoon.

Over the course of the spring and summer, 11 of North Dakota’s state 
parks are holding their own special events to celebrate the anniversary. �e 
travelling exhibit will appear at each of the events. Cloverdale and Pride 
Dairy are helping sponsor the kicko� event and individual parks events. 
Cloverdale is supplying brats and hotdogs for each event and is planning on 
bringing its travelling kitchen to �ve of the state park events. Pride Dairy 
created a special ice cream to commemorate the NDPRD anniversary.

Other projects the department is working on includes an archive of the 
thousands of photographs that have been collected depicting the department 
and creation of an honor guard that will remain in place after the anniversary
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 celebrations are complete.
Plans are also in place for a signi�cant tree and shrub planting 

event at each of the state parks. �ere is an opportunity for 
anyone to participate in the planting through donations of plants 
and trees along with participating in special park events to plant 

the trees and shrubs.  �ose donating receive a certi�cate, a 
plaque by the tree recognizing the donor or a person, organiza-
tion, event or place as designated by the donor, and a one-year 
subscription to the NDPRD’s newsletter.



North Dakota Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment is celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2015 
by hosting a variety of events in its parks 
throughout the state. In the spirit of moving 
forward without forgetting North Dakota’s rich 
history, the department is constructing a 50th 
anniversary themed trailer which is appearing 

at the anniversary kicko� event May 1 and at 
each of the state parks during the summer of 
2015. 

�e 30-foot trailer acts as a mobile museum, 
representing the history of the parks and the 
department. �is allows those new to the state 
a chance to see where North Dakota Parks and 
Recreation came from and North Dakota 
natives a chance to reminisce.

Di�erent members of the NDPRD are 
contributing to the trailer project in order to 
diversify its informative nature. Kathy Dutten-
hefner, Natural Resources Management Coor-
dinator, is compiling park related photos and 
memorabilia with the help of Crystal 
Leidholm, biological science technician and

Continued on page 10
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Celebration plans on 
track as NDPRD’s
anniversary nears

Mobile 
museum 

helps share 
history

�e following is more information 
about North Dakota’s celebrated parks and 
plans for system-wide improvements.  

Improvements at Lake Sakakawea 
State Park totaling an estimated $8 million 
include: Development of a family retreat 
lodge on the west bay; 80 modern camp-
sites with water and electrical service; 
roadway improvements; upgrades to water 
and sewer systems

A state investment of $1.09 million is 
proposed for Fort Ransom State Park 
including:   Construction of a new visitor 
center; building renovation to provide 
year-round rental space; development of 
15 modern RV campsites with water and 
electrical service; addition of 15 modern 
campsites with water and electrical service; 
upgrades to existing horse corrals; 
construction of two, full-service rental 
cabins; construction of four basic cabins; 
construction of a new shower facility; 
roadway improvements

A state investment of nearly $3.7 million 
is proposed for improvements at Fort 
Abraham Lincoln State Park including: 
Construction of an activity center; 
upgrades to park roadways and parking 
lots; campground expansion for 15 
additional campsites with water and 
electrical service; relocation of existing RV 
dump station;construction of a four-stall 
shower facility; expanding electrical service 
to basic campsites; renovation of historic 
facilities at On-A-Slant Village

An investment of about $970,000 is 
proposed for the following improvements 
at Cross Ranch Centennial State Park: 
Development of 18 modern campsites; 
construction of two full-service cabins; 
construction of a four-stall public shower 
facility; expanded  electrical service for 45 
campsites; construction of new bathroom 
facilities; ground and stage upgrades to 
festival area.

An investment of $750,000 is planned 

to establish a state campground in the 
Pembina Gorge State Recreation Area with 
the following amenities: Development of 
20 basic campsites; construction of 
restroom and shower facilities.

�e state proposes investing $1.06 
million in the following Lewis and Clark 
State Park upgrades: Construction of 20 
modern campsites (water and electric 
service) within the park’s existing camp-
ground; construction of a four-stall shower 
addition to the park’s existing facilities; 
construction of two additional cabins; 
construction of a 1.5-mile trail from the 
campground to the visitor service center; 
development of playground equipment; 
asphalt overlay on park roadways; electrical 
service to marina docks.

A state investment of about $2.2 million 
is proposed for the following improve-
ments at Grahams Island State Park: 
Construction of a 2,400-square-foot visitor
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 services center; expansion of the park’s bait 
shop, concession sales and public 
restrooms; asphalt overlay and other 
roadway upgrades; construction of new 
sidewalks and parking lot.

�e following improvements, estimated 
to cost about $800,000, are planned for 
Fort Stevenson State Park: Construction 
of rip rap along the north embankment of 
Garrison Bay Marina; replacement of the 
park’s restroom and shower facilities.

A state investment of $850,000 is 
proposed for Icelandic State Park: 
Replacement of the park’s restroom and 

shower facilities; repair, overlay and chip 
seal of park roads.

A state investment of $1.48 million is 
proposed for Lake Metigoshe State Park 
including the following improvements: 
Replacement of the park’s restroom and 
shower facilities; renovations to the park’s 
historic dining hall and other overnight 
facilities; water and electrical service 
improvements.

�e following park improvements, with 
an estimated total cost of about $1.05 
million, will be proposed for Turtle River 
State Park: Replacement of the park’s 

existing restroom and shower facilities; 
construction of a park maintenance build-
ing.

�e state will invest about $100,000 to 
complete the following improvements at 
Little Missouri State Park: Upgrades to 
the park’s public restroom and shower 
facilities; trail system upgrades

�e state proposes to add electrical 
service to 30 campsites at an estimated cost 
of $250,000 at Sully Creek State Park.

�e state will refurbish the Old Rock 
Caretaker’s Cabin at Beaver Lake State 
Park at an estimated cost of $60,000. 

 celebrations are complete.
Plans are also in place for a signi�cant tree and shrub planting 

event at each of the state parks. �ere is an opportunity for 
anyone to participate in the planting through donations of plants 
and trees along with participating in special park events to plant 

the trees and shrubs.  �ose donating receive a certi�cate, a 
plaque by the tree recognizing the donor or a person, organiza-
tion, event or place as designated by the donor, and a one-year 
subscription to the NDPRD’s newsletter.

 data manager, to create some of the interi-
or exhibits for the trailer. “In the display 
inside the trailer we’ll have early years 
including the CCC (Civilian Conservation 
Core) and the WPA (Work Progress 
Association) years,” Duttenhefner says.

�ere will be about a dozen interpretive 
panels depicting the history of the North 
Dakota Parks and Recreation Department 
which was created by the North Dakota 
legislature in 1965.

Interior exhibits will include:
• A display of all the annual passes issued 

since 1965.
• Portraits of the NDPRD 12 directors.
• Artifacts 
• Hiking programs.
• History of the Dakota Ranger and 

Dakota Explorers.
• Natural Resources.
• Panels on planning and development.
• Pictures of past and present amphithe-

ater programs.
• Recreational OHVs, snowmobiling, 

biking.
• Special events.

• Uniforms and patches.
• Volunteers past and present.
“We’ll have living and cultural history as 

well including the courts, the houses, the 
farms and museums,” Duttenhefner said. 

�e trailer �rst debuted at the 2014 
North Dakota State Fair, but only the 
outside was displayed. �e trailer’s interior 
will �rst be seen at the Bismarck Tribune 
Sports Show in February and is making 
appearances at the Grand Forks Men’s 
Show, KX Sports Show in Minot and the 
Williston Sports Show.

State Fair goers were the �rst to see the outside of the mobile museum.



Governor Jack Dalrymple gave 
North Dakotans an early peek at his 
2015-2017 budget when in Septem-
ber he announced plans for major 
improvements to North Dakota State 
Parks. Should the Governor’s propos-
al to provide North Dakota Parks and 
Recreation with over $30 million to 
expand and improve state park 
amenities make its way through the 
2015 legislative session the NDPRD 
will embark on its largest upgrade of 
the system in department history.

“Our state parks have become 
increasingly popular and they need 
more visitor capacity and improved 
amenities,” Dalrymple said. “�ese 
major investments in capital improve-
ments will greatly increase the 
number of campsites, cabins and the 
overall capacity of our state park system.”

�e Governor’s proposal for park improvements includes 
constructing about 180 new campsites throughout the state’s park 
system; building additional full-service cabins and basic camper 
cabins; and constructing a family retreat lodge at Lake Sakakawea 

State Park.  �e lodge will 
include a central meeting 
room and two-to-six 
adjoining bedrooms. To 
be operated by a private 
contractor, the facility will 
serve as a retreat for 
families and small groups. 
Other statewide park 
projects include enhance-
ments to recreational trail 
systems, as well as 
upgrades to many other 
park amenities and 
roadways. �e   plan also 
includes a conditional 
proposal to transform 
about 200 acres of 
state-owned land along 
the Missouri River in 

south Bismarck into a day 
park featuring a water way and public access to the Missouri River. 
�e property, part of the state correction’s system, is located south 
of the Missouri River Correctional Center.
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Governor’s budget has over $30M for
ND state park capitol improvements 
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shop, concession sales and public 
restrooms; asphalt overlay and other 
roadway upgrades; construction of new 
sidewalks and parking lot.

�e following improvements, estimated 
to cost about $800,000, are planned for 
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of rip rap along the north embankment of 
Garrison Bay Marina; replacement of the 
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facilities; water and electrical service 
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million, will be proposed for Turtle River 
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existing restroom and shower facilities; 
construction of a park maintenance build-
ing.

�e state will invest about $100,000 to 
complete the following improvements at 
Little Missouri State Park: Upgrades to 
the park’s public restroom and shower 
facilities; trail system upgrades

�e state proposes to add electrical 
service to 30 campsites at an estimated cost 
of $250,000 at Sully Creek State Park.

�e state will refurbish the Old Rock 
Caretaker’s Cabin at Beaver Lake State 
Park at an estimated cost of $60,000. 

A closer look at what’s proposed for parks

NDPRD Director Mark Zimmerman speaks on Governor
Jack Dalrymple’s proposal as other o�cials look on.



By CODY ARSO
Hikers, bikers, horseback riders and even o�-highway vehicle 

riders can take advantage of a new multi-use trail on the southeast-
ern edge of the Turtle Mountains developed by the North Dakota 
Parks and Recreation Department (NDPRD) in cooperation with 
the North Dakota Forest Service.

�e new trail is found on publically owned land managed by the 
North Dakota Forest Service (NDFS) and is a product of an 
agreement between the two agencies. It is uno�cially referred to as 
the Archery Range Area, as it was formerly used by a local archery 
club.

�e majority of funds to develop these new trails came from a 
Recreational Trails Program federal grant. �e total funding for the 
new trail is referred to as an 80-20 grant, meaning 80 percent is 
federally funded and the other 20 percent is a state match. �is 
project received its in-kind state contribution from the North 
Dakota O�-Highway Vehicle (OHV) fund.

�e trail is about 10 miles from Bottineau, going to the Turtle 
Mountains to what the locals call “Old Baldy.” �e trails snake 
upward, following the natural contours of the hill side with 
elevation changes of about 400-feet. From Old Baldy, Bottineau is 
visible in the distance as well as a scenic view of the surrounding 
valley.

“Last year we �nished construction of trails, we haven’t mapped 
all the trails, but there’s roughly about eight to ten miles of trails in 
there now between the ones we built and ones already there,” said 
Matt Gardner, Recreation Division Manager at NDPR. “It’s 
getting a lot of use, I was up there last week and looked at it and 
there’s ruts. People are using the trails even though we haven’t 
o�cially opened it yet. So we’re in the process of getting a trailhead 

into the area.”
�e trails are open to everyone, but they are one of a very few in 

the state allowing the use of o�-highway vehicles (OHVs) in North 
Dakota. O�-highway vehicles are motorized dirt bikes, ATVs and 
side-by-sides which are becoming a popular recreation activity. �e 
Turtle Mountains trail is a multi-use trail, but the design consider-
ations were for o� highway vehicles, according to Gardner. 

Design considerations consist of making the trails 60 inches 
wide so they can accommodate most side-by-side OHVs. �ere are 
also plans for snow grooming to allow snowmobile use during the 
winter months. 

“�ere are some side-by-sides that are 64, 65 even up to 70 
inches wide. �ey won’t �t down the trails because of the trees. I 
guess the way I always thought about it, is we’re in the business of 
building trails not roads, so we’re still going to keep them that 
way,” Gardner said. 

�e Archery Range Section trails are similar to those in the 
Pembina Gorge in that they are OHV friendly, multi-use and 
follow the same speci�cations for 60 inch wide trails. In the 
Pembina Gorge, however, some sections of its 24 miles of trails are 
on private land under long-term lease by the NDPRD, whereas the 
new Turtle Mountain trail is entirely on state-owned land.

In North Dakota, there are very few trails on publically owned 
land that allow the use of motorized vehicles. �e popularity of the 
Pembina Gorge State Recreation Area along with the numerous 
questions the NDPRD gets from OHV riders on where they can 
ride, shows the need for these type of trails. �e NDPRD is 
working on making trails available to motorized OHVs, providing 
a safe and enjoyable experience for enthusiasts.

New trail
opens in
Turtle 

Mountains
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outside of the trailer which will house the pictures and 
memorabilia recounting the NDPRD’s creation and 
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Duttenhefner leads the e�ort to design the interior of 
the 30-foot trailer which will �rst be on display during 
February and March’s North Dakota sport shows. 
Work on the interior is expected to take place in 
January and it will make its �rst o�cial appearance at 
the Bismarck Tribune Sports Show Feb. 20-21. �e 
exhibit then goes on the road appearing at the Grand 
Forks Men’s Show Feb. 27-March 1; KX Sports Show 
in Minot March 13-15; and in Williston March 21-23. 
�e NDPRD is also taking part in the Red River Valley 
Sportsmen’s Show, March 5-8, but the exhibit won’t be 
on display.

�e kicko� for the anniversary celebration is being 
held at North Dakota’s new Heritage Center located just southeast of the 
Capitol in Bismarck. A program is planned for the afternoon and a tree will 
be planted on the Capitol grounds to mark the anniversary. All former and 
current NDPRD employees are being invited to the event and a picnic will 
be held for the group at Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park later in the 
afternoon.

Over the course of the spring and summer, 11 of North Dakota’s state 
parks are holding their own special events to celebrate the anniversary. �e 
travelling exhibit will appear at each of the events. Cloverdale and Pride 
Dairy are helping sponsor the kicko� event and individual parks events. 
Cloverdale is supplying brats and hotdogs for each event and is planning on 
bringing its travelling kitchen to �ve of the state park events. Pride Dairy 
created a special ice cream to commemorate the NDPRD anniversary.

Other projects the department is working on includes an archive of the 
thousands of photographs that have been collected depicting the department 
and creation of an honor guard that will remain in place after the anniversary
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By AMY SCHIMETZ
LMSP Interpreter

One of the many exciting activities 
happening within the state parks in 2015 is 
the 50th Anniversary Photo Challenge taking 
place from April 29 through Sept. 7, 2015.  
�e mission, should you choose to accept it, 
is to travel to four of North Dakota’s 
beautiful state parks in pursuit of speci�c 
locations within each park, re-create the 
picture in those locations and send in your 
pictures using Facebook, Twitter or email.

Amy Schimetz, Interpretive Naturalist at 
Lake Metigoshe State Park, created and is in 
charge of the 2015 Photo Challenge. She 
has been coordinating statewide challenges 
within the state parks for a few years.

“�is challenge will take visitors to some 
unique areas within our state parks,” 
Schimetz explains.  “Challenge participants 
may �nd out information about some iconic 
places they didn’t already know about.  �ey 
may discover a location within a park they 
didn’t know existed, perhaps a park they’ve 
visited dozens of times before.” 

Smartphone users will be able to scan a 
QR code for that information, others will be 
able to access the information on the North 
Dakota Parks and Recreation Department’s 
website.

�e �rst 50 entrants completing the 
mission, receive 2016 annual passes, which 
waive entrance fees for all the North Dakota 
State Parks.  �e �rst 10 entrants win 
additional prizes including Scheels gift 
cards, 50th anniversary merchandise and 
more great prizes!  

North Dakota Parks and Recreation 
hopes you consider accepting this challenge  
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
Department!  Stay tuned for more details 
pertaining to the 50th Anniversary Photo 
Challenge.  

When North Dakota Parks and Recreation was told that Icelandic 
State Park’s Renwick Dam needed to be re�tted due to safety concerns 
and that would mean the road connecting the Visitor Center at the 
entrance to the campground and beach area would be closed expecta-
tions were it would only be for a season.

Well, that was about �ve years ago and it wasn’t until mid-November 
2014 the road was �nally reopened. Since that time over 100,000 
vehicle, many pulling campers, had to �nd their way along an alternate 
route -- a graveled county road running around to the park’s backside, to 
access the park through the “back door.”

“�e project started in the fall of 2010 with sub surface work and 
drainage inspections,” recounts Icelandic State Park Manager Justin 
Robinson. “In the Fall of 2011, we relocated all the utilities that crossed 
the dam (electric, phone and water lines), followed by the road being 
removed and the north and south parts of the original dam were removed 
and replaced with clay.  �e dam was widened and the new road bed was 
put in place.  In 2012 the entire project sat to ensure the correct compac-
tion.  In 2013 the entire new emergency spillway soil was removed, the 
sidewalls were installed, a co�er dam was put in place to protect the area 
on the new road bed grade. In 2014 the entire concrete emergency 
spillway was put in.”

�e original road connecting the entrance to the campground and 
beach area ran across the top of the Renwick Dam. �e new road is at the 
base of the dam on its west side.

�e project cost $7.4 million and over 19,000 yards of rolled compact-
ed air entrained concrete was poured. �e bottom side walls of the dam 
are 22 feet high. �e emergency spillway has 32 steps that are one foot 
thick and four feet wide – the spillway is 500 feet wide. 

It’s reported that the road over the dam is the �rst and only rolled 
compacted air entrained concrete road in the United States.

Icelandic’s Renwick 
Dam road reopens

 celebrations are complete.
Plans are also in place for a signi�cant tree and shrub planting 

event at each of the state parks. �ere is an opportunity for 
anyone to participate in the planting through donations of plants 
and trees along with participating in special park events to plant 

the trees and shrubs.  �ose donating receive a certi�cate, a 
plaque by the tree recognizing the donor or a person, organiza-
tion, event or place as designated by the donor, and a one-year 
subscription to the NDPRD’s newsletter.

Take part
in Photo

Challenge

After nearly �ve years the road along the Renwick Dam at Icelandic State
Park was reopened in November.

�e North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department 
(NDPRD) updated its Fort Ransom State Park (FRSP) develop-
ment master plan with the help of input from the public. FRSP 
was established in 1978 and is located in the Sheyenne River 
Valley south of Valley City along the Sheyenne River Valley 
National Scenic Byway. �e park's development followed a 
master plan document completed in 1983. 

�e original master plan has been in place for around three 

decades. "Over the years we have, the state parks, acquired a little 
more land and we've had some changes in the cliental that use the 
park. So we just decided it was time to, more or less, revise the 
master plan," Jesse Hanson, Planning and Development Division 
Manager at NDPRD, says.

  Two committees were formed to help oversee the updating of 
FRSP's master plan.  A citizen's advisory committee to give ND
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communities a voice in the process by obtaining local input on 
park development and operation. And an internal committee 
comprised of those mostly involved with the park such as park 
manager, the mayor of Fort Ransom, etc.

Community meetings and an online survey were also conduct-
ed in order to give an opportunity for more detailed expressions 
of ideas and input. "We've had them [community meetings] 
right there, at the town of Fort Ransom, right next to our state 
park so people wouldn't have to travel. We wanted as much 
public input as we could get," Hanson says.

Recreational tools have evolved substantially over the past 
three decades and NDPRD wants to make sure FRSP is able to 
accommodate the needs of its visitors. "[�e new master plan] 
looks at what some of the land use changes have been and incor-
porates some of the properties that we brought into the park 

development plan. Visitor users aren't the same as they were in 
the 1980s, they have a lot bigger campers, they look for di�erent 
things now when they come out so that was the rationale for 
reworking the master plan," Hanson said.

 In addition to the citizen's advisory committee, a consulting 
�rm was hired to provide a more impersonal goal driven view to 
help guide the project. "I helped having that outside view, an 
objective view, to come in and say 'Ok, what'd you do here? Why 
are you doing this?' as well as helping us do our initial assessment 
of the original master plan," said Hanson.

�e master plan will be �nalized and print ready by the end of 
2014. �e funds to enact the new components in the master plan 
will be present in a legislative budget request during the Jan. 
2015 session.



North Dakota Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment is celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2015 
by hosting a variety of events in its parks 
throughout the state. In the spirit of moving 
forward without forgetting North Dakota’s rich 
history, the department is constructing a 50th 
anniversary themed trailer which is appearing 

at the anniversary kicko� event May 1 and at 
each of the state parks during the summer of 
2015. 

�e 30-foot trailer acts as a mobile museum, 
representing the history of the parks and the 
department. �is allows those new to the state 
a chance to see where North Dakota Parks and 
Recreation came from and North Dakota 
natives a chance to reminisce.

Di�erent members of the NDPRD are 
contributing to the trailer project in order to 
diversify its informative nature. Kathy Dutten-
hefner, Natural Resources Management Coor-
dinator, is compiling park related photos and 
memorabilia with the help of Crystal 
Leidholm, biological science technician and

Continued on page 10
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It was a difficult task for the North Dakota Parks and Recre-
ation Department’s awards committee to pick this year’s Cal 
Renner Award of Excellence recipient with several strong 
nominations to choose from. 

But with all said and done, the department’s Account and 
Budget Specialist Kathy Renner is this year’s choice to receive 
the NDPRD’s highest honor.

“The commitment I see in Kathy as a public service employ-
ee is at times rare where the employee continues to provide 
100-plus percent to the agency or organization. Her commit-
ment to excellence, combined with her ability to work through 

some difficulties the agency has faced 
with in-staff turnover proves she is 
very deserving to be recognized for 
the Cal Renner Award of Excel-
lence,” says Business Manager 
Renae Gall, who nominated Renner. 
“She (Renner) has full commitment 
to excellence no matter what she is 
asked to do.”

With the retirement of Carol 
Jorgenson, last year’s Cal Renner 
recipient, and hiring of Gall as Busi-
ness Manager, Renner was instru-
mental in making the transition as 
smooth as possible taking on 
additional assignments and respon-
sibilities. Renner is also a lead team 
member of the 50th Anniversary 
Committee which is gearing up for 
the 2015 celebration.

“She (Renner) always is kind and 
sees that customer service is number 

one for the department, not differentiating if it is internal or 
external customers,” Gall says. “Without her willingness and 
assistance to put in the extra time needed to meet the budget 
input deadlines, this agency would have needed additional time 
to get the budget prepared and submitted.”

Renner is the 14th recipient of the Cal Renner Award of 
Excellence, named in honor of the late Cal Renner, who served 
as the department’s carpenter from 1987 to 1996. His commit-
ment to excellence year in and year out, combined with his 
ability to work with a variety of individuals, employees and 
volunteers, set an outstanding example for excellence.

Others nominated for the award this year included the North-
eastern North Dakota Heritage Association, Turtle River State 
Park Manager Steve Crandall, and volunteer Bobby Koepplin. 

  

Renner chosen
for Award of 
Excellence

Each year the North Dakota Parks and 
Recreation Department selects Merit and 
Special Merit award recipients based on their 
work on behalf of the NDPRD that is consid-
ered to be “above and beyond” expected 
standards of performance. Merit awards go to 
current NDPRD employees while Special 
Merit awards are intended for volunteers, 
friends groups, individual members of friends 
groups or employees of other agencies.

Special Merit Awards
Party America (Mark and Mary Hoff) 
Mark and Mary Hoff, owners of Party 

America, have been lead sponsor of the 
Haunted Fort at Fort Abraham Lincoln State 
Park for the past ten years. 

Campground hosts/volunteers Chris 
and Billie Jo Scott.

Together they had 321 campground host 
hours at Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park, 
123 hours as work hosts and over 20 hours for 
Haunted Fort.

Volunteer Karen Schelske 
Schelske has been a volunteer at Fort Abra-

ham Lincoln State Parks Haunted Fort for the 
past 10 years. She is a constant figure for the 
event as a welcoming greeter and definitely 
helps the park out in a critical position as fee 
collector.

Pembina County Historical Society Vice 
President Jim Benjamison

Benjamison was instrumental in helping 
acquire the 1925 Case Model X Suburban 
Coupe which was originally owned by G.B. 
Gunlogsonson. 

Pembina County Historic Society 
Due to its affiliation with Icelandic State 

Park, the continued preservation and tourism 
opportunities they bring to the region and the 
completion of the Master Plan.
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Special 
Merit 

and Merit 
award

winners

Garry McKellar (The Trail Guy)
Garry was hired to work on the trails for 

the NDPRD, but it was all the other 
services that McKellar did that qualify 
him for a Special Merit Award

Tim Horgan, NENDHA Vice Presi-
dent and Exhibit Committee Chair

Horgan is a second generation volun-
teer for the NENDHA and has served on 
the Board of Directors, Research and 
Exhibit Committee, Finance Committee, 
Natural Resource committee, Newsletter 
Committee and has been the Vice Presi-
dent for the past seven years.   

Midcontinent Communications 
In the past 10 months, Midcontinent 

Communications generously went above 
and beyond the call of duty in airing 
100,426 off-highway vehicle and snow-
mobile public service announcement 
(PSA) spots.  That breaks down to approx-
imately 335 spots per day with a value of 
$740,855.00.

Merlan Paaverud, Director of North 

Dakota’s State Historical Society
Paaverud has been a steadfast partner in 

a relationship between two state agencies 
that has benefited citizens and visitors 
alike.

Doosan-Bobcat nominated 
A group of Doosan-Bobcat employees 

volunteered to do some work at Fort Abra-
ham Lincoln State Park and brought with 
them company equipment to facilitate the 
effort. 

Merit Awards
Kathy Duttenhefner, NDPRD Natural 

Resources Management Coordinator.
Duttenhefner received two separate 

nominations, the first for work with the 
Becoming and Outdoor Woman program 
run by ND Game & Fish. She was also 
nominated for her leadership and coordi-
nation of the Bismarck Earth Day Festival 
in 2014. 

Matt Gardner, NDPRD Recreation 
Division Manager

Gardner was nominated for his initia-

tive and success in getting NDPRD Title 
VI compliant, as well as his leadership in 
managing the Recreational Trails 
Program.

Matt Schanandore, Fort Abraham 
Lincoln State Park Interpreter

Schanandore was cited for his efforts 
with Haunted Fort, the Great Western 
Exposition, social media, and incorporat-
ing FALSP’s point of sale operation.

Fort Abraham Lincoln and Lake 
Metigoshe state park staffs

These two state parks really did take 
“one for the team” by breaking ground on 
a new way of doing business (referring to 
taking 100 percent campsite reservations). 
They helped the park system as a whole to 
adjust guidelines, identified some key 
issues and made strides to provide 
solutions. The Online Management 
System pilot program was a success due 
to the extraordinary efforts from perma-
nent and seasonal staff at Fort Abraham 
Lincoln and Lake Metigoshe State Parks. 

North Dakota Parks and Recreation 50th Anniversary Committee is work-
ing hard to ensure the 2015 celebration is a memorable one. Over the past 
year a lot of planning and discussion has taken place and it’s now time to start 
implementation of the many facets making up the celebration.

“It amazes me how much work this committee has done,” NDPRD Direc-
tor Mark Zimmerman told committee members in the November meeting. 
“It’s going to be a great year!”

�e travelling exhibit which will house 50 years of history made its debut 
last summer at the North Dakota State Fair. Fair visitors only got to see the 
outside of the trailer which will house the pictures and 
memorabilia recounting the NDPRD’s creation and 
subsequent growth leading to today’s system. �e 
exterior features pictures of park scenery along with a 
history timeline of the department. It received a lot of 
praise from fair-goers who spent a lot of time going 
over the details.

Natural Resources Management Coordinator Kathy 
Duttenhefner leads the e�ort to design the interior of 
the 30-foot trailer which will �rst be on display during 
February and March’s North Dakota sport shows. 
Work on the interior is expected to take place in 
January and it will make its �rst o�cial appearance at 
the Bismarck Tribune Sports Show Feb. 20-21. �e 
exhibit then goes on the road appearing at the Grand 
Forks Men’s Show Feb. 27-March 1; KX Sports Show 
in Minot March 13-15; and in Williston March 21-23. 
�e NDPRD is also taking part in the Red River Valley 
Sportsmen’s Show, March 5-8, but the exhibit won’t be 
on display.

�e kicko� for the anniversary celebration is being 
held at North Dakota’s new Heritage Center located just southeast of the 
Capitol in Bismarck. A program is planned for the afternoon and a tree will 
be planted on the Capitol grounds to mark the anniversary. All former and 
current NDPRD employees are being invited to the event and a picnic will 
be held for the group at Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park later in the 
afternoon.

Over the course of the spring and summer, 11 of North Dakota’s state 
parks are holding their own special events to celebrate the anniversary. �e 
travelling exhibit will appear at each of the events. Cloverdale and Pride 
Dairy are helping sponsor the kicko� event and individual parks events. 
Cloverdale is supplying brats and hotdogs for each event and is planning on 
bringing its travelling kitchen to �ve of the state park events. Pride Dairy 
created a special ice cream to commemorate the NDPRD anniversary.

Other projects the department is working on includes an archive of the 
thousands of photographs that have been collected depicting the department 
and creation of an honor guard that will remain in place after the anniversary

Continued on page 9

�e following is more information 
about North Dakota’s celebrated parks and 
plans for system-wide improvements.  

Improvements at Lake Sakakawea 
State Park totaling an estimated $8 million 
include: Development of a family retreat 
lodge on the west bay; 80 modern camp-
sites with water and electrical service; 
roadway improvements; upgrades to water 
and sewer systems

A state investment of $1.09 million is 
proposed for Fort Ransom State Park 
including:   Construction of a new visitor 
center; building renovation to provide 
year-round rental space; development of 
15 modern RV campsites with water and 
electrical service; addition of 15 modern 
campsites with water and electrical service; 
upgrades to existing horse corrals; 
construction of two, full-service rental 
cabins; construction of four basic cabins; 
construction of a new shower facility; 
roadway improvements

A state investment of nearly $3.7 million 
is proposed for improvements at Fort 
Abraham Lincoln State Park including: 
Construction of an activity center; 
upgrades to park roadways and parking 
lots; campground expansion for 15 
additional campsites with water and 
electrical service; relocation of existing RV 
dump station;construction of a four-stall 
shower facility; expanding electrical service 
to basic campsites; renovation of historic 
facilities at On-A-Slant Village

An investment of about $970,000 is 
proposed for the following improvements 
at Cross Ranch Centennial State Park: 
Development of 18 modern campsites; 
construction of two full-service cabins; 
construction of a four-stall public shower 
facility; expanded  electrical service for 45 
campsites; construction of new bathroom 
facilities; ground and stage upgrades to 
festival area.

An investment of $750,000 is planned 

to establish a state campground in the 
Pembina Gorge State Recreation Area with 
the following amenities: Development of 
20 basic campsites; construction of 
restroom and shower facilities.

�e state proposes investing $1.06 
million in the following Lewis and Clark 
State Park upgrades: Construction of 20 
modern campsites (water and electric 
service) within the park’s existing camp-
ground; construction of a four-stall shower 
addition to the park’s existing facilities; 
construction of two additional cabins; 
construction of a 1.5-mile trail from the 
campground to the visitor service center; 
development of playground equipment; 
asphalt overlay on park roadways; electrical 
service to marina docks.

A state investment of about $2.2 million 
is proposed for the following improve-
ments at Grahams Island State Park: 
Construction of a 2,400-square-foot visitor
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 services center; expansion of the park’s bait 
shop, concession sales and public 
restrooms; asphalt overlay and other 
roadway upgrades; construction of new 
sidewalks and parking lot.

�e following improvements, estimated 
to cost about $800,000, are planned for 
Fort Stevenson State Park: Construction 
of rip rap along the north embankment of 
Garrison Bay Marina; replacement of the 
park’s restroom and shower facilities.

A state investment of $850,000 is 
proposed for Icelandic State Park: 
Replacement of the park’s restroom and 

shower facilities; repair, overlay and chip 
seal of park roads.

A state investment of $1.48 million is 
proposed for Lake Metigoshe State Park 
including the following improvements: 
Replacement of the park’s restroom and 
shower facilities; renovations to the park’s 
historic dining hall and other overnight 
facilities; water and electrical service 
improvements.

�e following park improvements, with 
an estimated total cost of about $1.05 
million, will be proposed for Turtle River 
State Park: Replacement of the park’s 

existing restroom and shower facilities; 
construction of a park maintenance build-
ing.

�e state will invest about $100,000 to 
complete the following improvements at 
Little Missouri State Park: Upgrades to 
the park’s public restroom and shower 
facilities; trail system upgrades

�e state proposes to add electrical 
service to 30 campsites at an estimated cost 
of $250,000 at Sully Creek State Park.

�e state will refurbish the Old Rock 
Caretaker’s Cabin at Beaver Lake State 
Park at an estimated cost of $60,000. 

 celebrations are complete.
Plans are also in place for a signi�cant tree and shrub planting 

event at each of the state parks. �ere is an opportunity for 
anyone to participate in the planting through donations of plants 
and trees along with participating in special park events to plant 

the trees and shrubs.  �ose donating receive a certi�cate, a 
plaque by the tree recognizing the donor or a person, organiza-
tion, event or place as designated by the donor, and a one-year 
subscription to the NDPRD’s newsletter.

 data manager, to create some of the interi-
or exhibits for the trailer. “In the display 
inside the trailer we’ll have early years 
including the CCC (Civilian Conservation 
Core) and the WPA (Work Progress 
Association) years,” Duttenhefner says.

�ere will be about a dozen interpretive 
panels depicting the history of the North 
Dakota Parks and Recreation Department 
which was created by the North Dakota 
legislature in 1965.

Interior exhibits will include:
• A display of all the annual passes issued 

since 1965.
• Portraits of the NDPRD 12 directors.
• Artifacts 
• Hiking programs.
• History of the Dakota Ranger and 

Dakota Explorers.
• Natural Resources.
• Panels on planning and development.
• Pictures of past and present amphithe-

ater programs.
• Recreational OHVs, snowmobiling, 

biking.
• Special events.

• Uniforms and patches.
• Volunteers past and present.
“We’ll have living and cultural history as 

well including the courts, the houses, the 
farms and museums,” Duttenhefner said. 

�e trailer �rst debuted at the 2014 
North Dakota State Fair, but only the 
outside was displayed. �e trailer’s interior 
will �rst be seen at the Bismarck Tribune 
Sports Show in February and is making 
appearances at the Grand Forks Men’s 
Show, KX Sports Show in Minot and the 
Williston Sports Show.

�e North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department 
(NDPRD) updated its Fort Ransom State Park (FRSP) develop-
ment master plan with the help of input from the public. FRSP 
was established in 1978 and is located in the Sheyenne River 
Valley south of Valley City along the Sheyenne River Valley 
National Scenic Byway. �e park's development followed a 
master plan document completed in 1983. 

�e original master plan has been in place for around three 

decades. "Over the years we have, the state parks, acquired a little 
more land and we've had some changes in the cliental that use the 
park. So we just decided it was time to, more or less, revise the 
master plan," Jesse Hanson, Planning and Development Division 
Manager at NDPRD, says.

  Two committees were formed to help oversee the updating of 
FRSP's master plan.  A citizen's advisory committee to give ND
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communities a voice in the process by obtaining local input on 
park development and operation. And an internal committee 
comprised of those mostly involved with the park such as park 
manager, the mayor of Fort Ransom, etc.

Community meetings and an online survey were also conduct-
ed in order to give an opportunity for more detailed expressions 
of ideas and input. "We've had them [community meetings] 
right there, at the town of Fort Ransom, right next to our state 
park so people wouldn't have to travel. We wanted as much 
public input as we could get," Hanson says.

Recreational tools have evolved substantially over the past 
three decades and NDPRD wants to make sure FRSP is able to 
accommodate the needs of its visitors. "[�e new master plan] 
looks at what some of the land use changes have been and incor-
porates some of the properties that we brought into the park 

development plan. Visitor users aren't the same as they were in 
the 1980s, they have a lot bigger campers, they look for di�erent 
things now when they come out so that was the rationale for 
reworking the master plan," Hanson said.

 In addition to the citizen's advisory committee, a consulting 
�rm was hired to provide a more impersonal goal driven view to 
help guide the project. "I helped having that outside view, an 
objective view, to come in and say 'Ok, what'd you do here? Why 
are you doing this?' as well as helping us do our initial assessment 
of the original master plan," said Hanson.

�e master plan will be �nalized and print ready by the end of 
2014. �e funds to enact the new components in the master plan 
will be present in a legislative budget request during the Jan. 
2015 session.
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�e following is more information 
about North Dakota’s celebrated parks and 
plans for system-wide improvements.  

Improvements at Lake Sakakawea 
State Park totaling an estimated $8 million 
include: Development of a family retreat 
lodge on the west bay; 80 modern camp-
sites with water and electrical service; 
roadway improvements; upgrades to water 
and sewer systems

A state investment of $1.09 million is 
proposed for Fort Ransom State Park 
including:   Construction of a new visitor 
center; building renovation to provide 
year-round rental space; development of 
15 modern RV campsites with water and 
electrical service; addition of 15 modern 
campsites with water and electrical service; 
upgrades to existing horse corrals; 
construction of two, full-service rental 
cabins; construction of four basic cabins; 
construction of a new shower facility; 
roadway improvements

A state investment of nearly $3.7 million 
is proposed for improvements at Fort 
Abraham Lincoln State Park including: 
Construction of an activity center; 
upgrades to park roadways and parking 
lots; campground expansion for 15 
additional campsites with water and 
electrical service; relocation of existing RV 
dump station;construction of a four-stall 
shower facility; expanding electrical service 
to basic campsites; renovation of historic 
facilities at On-A-Slant Village

An investment of about $970,000 is 
proposed for the following improvements 
at Cross Ranch Centennial State Park: 
Development of 18 modern campsites; 
construction of two full-service cabins; 
construction of a four-stall public shower 
facility; expanded  electrical service for 45 
campsites; construction of new bathroom 
facilities; ground and stage upgrades to 
festival area.

An investment of $750,000 is planned 

to establish a state campground in the 
Pembina Gorge State Recreation Area with 
the following amenities: Development of 
20 basic campsites; construction of 
restroom and shower facilities.

�e state proposes investing $1.06 
million in the following Lewis and Clark 
State Park upgrades: Construction of 20 
modern campsites (water and electric 
service) within the park’s existing camp-
ground; construction of a four-stall shower 
addition to the park’s existing facilities; 
construction of two additional cabins; 
construction of a 1.5-mile trail from the 
campground to the visitor service center; 
development of playground equipment; 
asphalt overlay on park roadways; electrical 
service to marina docks.

A state investment of about $2.2 million 
is proposed for the following improve-
ments at Grahams Island State Park: 
Construction of a 2,400-square-foot visitor
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 services center; expansion of the park’s bait 
shop, concession sales and public 
restrooms; asphalt overlay and other 
roadway upgrades; construction of new 
sidewalks and parking lot.

�e following improvements, estimated 
to cost about $800,000, are planned for 
Fort Stevenson State Park: Construction 
of rip rap along the north embankment of 
Garrison Bay Marina; replacement of the 
park’s restroom and shower facilities.

A state investment of $850,000 is 
proposed for Icelandic State Park: 
Replacement of the park’s restroom and 

shower facilities; repair, overlay and chip 
seal of park roads.

A state investment of $1.48 million is 
proposed for Lake Metigoshe State Park 
including the following improvements: 
Replacement of the park’s restroom and 
shower facilities; renovations to the park’s 
historic dining hall and other overnight 
facilities; water and electrical service 
improvements.

�e following park improvements, with 
an estimated total cost of about $1.05 
million, will be proposed for Turtle River 
State Park: Replacement of the park’s 

existing restroom and shower facilities; 
construction of a park maintenance build-
ing.

�e state will invest about $100,000 to 
complete the following improvements at 
Little Missouri State Park: Upgrades to 
the park’s public restroom and shower 
facilities; trail system upgrades

�e state proposes to add electrical 
service to 30 campsites at an estimated cost 
of $250,000 at Sully Creek State Park.

�e state will refurbish the Old Rock 
Caretaker’s Cabin at Beaver Lake State 
Park at an estimated cost of $60,000. 

�e North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department is looking forward to the 
2015 Legislative Session and is making several recommendations regarding the North 
Dakota Snowmobile Trail Program.

�ose recommendations include:
- An increase of the snowmobile registration fee from $40 to $60 per two-year 

period.
- Removal of the titling requirement for snowmobiles.
- Transferring the snowmobile registration administration from the North Dakota 

Department of Transportation to the North Dakota Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment.

- Creating an online program through ITD for snowmobile registration administra-
tion.

“�e overall snowmobile trail program costs have increased 43 percent since the last 
registration fee increase in 2003,” Recreation Division Manager Matt Gardner points 
out. “It’s an important outdoor activity during the winter months.”

A strategic plan shows snowmobile recreation has a sizeable economic impact in 
North Dakota. �e average snowmobiler spends about $4,000 annually on 
snowmobile related recreation. Each year ND snowmobilers will use nearly 200 
gallons of fuel, spend seven nights in a lodge as part of their snowmobiling 
activity, and spend over $800 on parts, apparel and gear. �eir annual travel 
costs tend to exceed $1,200.

“When compared to other states such as Colorado, Idaho, Minneso-
ta, Montana and Michigan, the $40 registration fee for two years 
is a great deal. Even with an increase of $20 the cost is only 
$30 a year which is equal to or below what other states 
are charging. �e average annual snowmobile 
registration fee is about $45.” Gardner says. “We’ve 
seen some dramatic escalation in what we’re being 
charged for insurance, fuel, maintenance and 
groomer operator payroll. We have to make up the 
di�erence somehow.”

�e 2013-2017 North Dakota Snowmobile Strategic 
Plan is focusing on several areas to improve snowmobiling in the state. �ese plans 
include:

- Equipping groomers with GPS tracing systems to provide analytic reporting for trail reimbursements and trail status reporting to show if a 
trail has been groomed or not.

- Increasing funding for the snowmobile program to assist with trail maintenance expenses.
- Transfer the snowmobile registration administration from the North Dakota Department of Transportation to North Dakota Parks and 

Recreation. �is comes with the approval of NDDOT and is common among states to have their natural resource agency managing the 
licensing of snowmobiles.

- Produce Public Service announcements for trail safety and certi�cation needs.
�eND Snowmobile Strategic Plan can be found online at http://www.parkrec.nd.gov/information/department/planning.html.

Snowmobile Trail Program
changes are proposed 

�e North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department 
(NDPRD) updated its Fort Ransom State Park (FRSP) develop-
ment master plan with the help of input from the public. FRSP 
was established in 1978 and is located in the Sheyenne River 
Valley south of Valley City along the Sheyenne River Valley 
National Scenic Byway. �e park's development followed a 
master plan document completed in 1983. 

�e original master plan has been in place for around three 

decades. "Over the years we have, the state parks, acquired a little 
more land and we've had some changes in the cliental that use the 
park. So we just decided it was time to, more or less, revise the 
master plan," Jesse Hanson, Planning and Development Division 
Manager at NDPRD, says.

  Two committees were formed to help oversee the updating of 
FRSP's master plan.  A citizen's advisory committee to give ND

Continued on page 9

Master plan for Fort Ransom State Park nears completion

communities a voice in the process by obtaining local input on 
park development and operation. And an internal committee 
comprised of those mostly involved with the park such as park 
manager, the mayor of Fort Ransom, etc.

Community meetings and an online survey were also conduct-
ed in order to give an opportunity for more detailed expressions 
of ideas and input. "We've had them [community meetings] 
right there, at the town of Fort Ransom, right next to our state 
park so people wouldn't have to travel. We wanted as much 
public input as we could get," Hanson says.

Recreational tools have evolved substantially over the past 
three decades and NDPRD wants to make sure FRSP is able to 
accommodate the needs of its visitors. "[�e new master plan] 
looks at what some of the land use changes have been and incor-
porates some of the properties that we brought into the park 

development plan. Visitor users aren't the same as they were in 
the 1980s, they have a lot bigger campers, they look for di�erent 
things now when they come out so that was the rationale for 
reworking the master plan," Hanson said.

 In addition to the citizen's advisory committee, a consulting 
�rm was hired to provide a more impersonal goal driven view to 
help guide the project. "I helped having that outside view, an 
objective view, to come in and say 'Ok, what'd you do here? Why 
are you doing this?' as well as helping us do our initial assessment 
of the original master plan," said Hanson.

�e master plan will be �nalized and print ready by the end of 
2014. �e funds to enact the new components in the master plan 
will be present in a legislative budget request during the Jan. 
2015 session.



Join the
Celebration!

2015
Anniversary

Events
Friday, May 1

Kickoff at
Heritage Center, Bismarck

Monday, May 25
Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park

Saturday, June 6
Lake Metigoshe State Park

Saturday, June 13
Lake Sakakawea State Park

Saturday, June 20
Lewis and Clark State Park

Saturday, June 27
Grahams Island State Park

Sunday, June 28
Fort Stevenson State Park

Saturday, July 4
Icelandic State Park

Saturday, July 11
Cross Ranch State Park

Sunday, August 2
Beaver Lake State Park

Saturday, August 8
Turtle River State Park

Saturday, August 15
Fort Ransom State Park

Saturday, September 26
Pembina Gorge State Recreation Area

Events feature
• Free Food and Refreshments
• Traveling Exhibit
• Interpretive Programs
• Gift Giveaways
Park events begin at 12:30 p.m. and run throughout 
the afternoon.

• Entertainment
• Park Tours
• Ice Cream
• and much more

www.parkrec.nd.gov

All state parks have camping facilities. Make
reservations by going online at parkrec.nd.gov
or calling 800-807-4723. The Pembina Gorge
State Recreation Area does not have camping.
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North Dakota Parks and Recreation 50th Anniversary Committee is work-
ing hard to ensure the 2015 celebration is a memorable one. Over the past 
year a lot of planning and discussion has taken place and it’s now time to start 
implementation of the many facets making up the celebration.

“It amazes me how much work this committee has done,” NDPRD Direc-
tor Mark Zimmerman told committee members in the November meeting. 
“It’s going to be a great year!”

�e travelling exhibit which will house 50 years of history made its debut 
last summer at the North Dakota State Fair. Fair visitors only got to see the 
outside of the trailer which will house the pictures and 
memorabilia recounting the NDPRD’s creation and 
subsequent growth leading to today’s system. �e 
exterior features pictures of park scenery along with a 
history timeline of the department. It received a lot of 
praise from fair-goers who spent a lot of time going 
over the details.

Natural Resources Management Coordinator Kathy 
Duttenhefner leads the e�ort to design the interior of 
the 30-foot trailer which will �rst be on display during 
February and March’s North Dakota sport shows. 
Work on the interior is expected to take place in 
January and it will make its �rst o�cial appearance at 
the Bismarck Tribune Sports Show Feb. 20-21. �e 
exhibit then goes on the road appearing at the Grand 
Forks Men’s Show Feb. 27-March 1; KX Sports Show 
in Minot March 13-15; and in Williston March 21-23. 
�e NDPRD is also taking part in the Red River Valley 
Sportsmen’s Show, March 5-8, but the exhibit won’t be 
on display.

�e kicko� for the anniversary celebration is being 
held at North Dakota’s new Heritage Center located just southeast of the 
Capitol in Bismarck. A program is planned for the afternoon and a tree will 
be planted on the Capitol grounds to mark the anniversary. All former and 
current NDPRD employees are being invited to the event and a picnic will 
be held for the group at Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park later in the 
afternoon.

Over the course of the spring and summer, 11 of North Dakota’s state 
parks are holding their own special events to celebrate the anniversary. �e 
travelling exhibit will appear at each of the events. Cloverdale and Pride 
Dairy are helping sponsor the kicko� event and individual parks events. 
Cloverdale is supplying brats and hotdogs for each event and is planning on 
bringing its travelling kitchen to �ve of the state park events. Pride Dairy 
created a special ice cream to commemorate the NDPRD anniversary.

Other projects the department is working on includes an archive of the 
thousands of photographs that have been collected depicting the department 
and creation of an honor guard that will remain in place after the anniversary

Continued on page 9
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 celebrations are complete.
Plans are also in place for a signi�cant tree and shrub planting 

event at each of the state parks. �ere is an opportunity for 
anyone to participate in the planting through donations of plants 
and trees along with participating in special park events to plant 

the trees and shrubs.  �ose donating receive a certi�cate, a 
plaque by the tree recognizing the donor or a person, organiza-
tion, event or place as designated by the donor, and a one-year 
subscription to the NDPRD’s newsletter.

�e North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department 
(NDPRD) updated its Fort Ransom State Park (FRSP) develop-
ment master plan with the help of input from the public. FRSP 
was established in 1978 and is located in the Sheyenne River 
Valley south of Valley City along the Sheyenne River Valley 
National Scenic Byway. �e park's development followed a 
master plan document completed in 1983. 

�e original master plan has been in place for around three 

decades. "Over the years we have, the state parks, acquired a little 
more land and we've had some changes in the cliental that use the 
park. So we just decided it was time to, more or less, revise the 
master plan," Jesse Hanson, Planning and Development Division 
Manager at NDPRD, says.

  Two committees were formed to help oversee the updating of 
FRSP's master plan.  A citizen's advisory committee to give ND

Continued on page 9

communities a voice in the process by obtaining local input on 
park development and operation. And an internal committee 
comprised of those mostly involved with the park such as park 
manager, the mayor of Fort Ransom, etc.

Community meetings and an online survey were also conduct-
ed in order to give an opportunity for more detailed expressions 
of ideas and input. "We've had them [community meetings] 
right there, at the town of Fort Ransom, right next to our state 
park so people wouldn't have to travel. We wanted as much 
public input as we could get," Hanson says.

Recreational tools have evolved substantially over the past 
three decades and NDPRD wants to make sure FRSP is able to 
accommodate the needs of its visitors. "[�e new master plan] 
looks at what some of the land use changes have been and incor-
porates some of the properties that we brought into the park 

development plan. Visitor users aren't the same as they were in 
the 1980s, they have a lot bigger campers, they look for di�erent 
things now when they come out so that was the rationale for 
reworking the master plan," Hanson said.

 In addition to the citizen's advisory committee, a consulting 
�rm was hired to provide a more impersonal goal driven view to 
help guide the project. "I helped having that outside view, an 
objective view, to come in and say 'Ok, what'd you do here? Why 
are you doing this?' as well as helping us do our initial assessment 
of the original master plan," said Hanson.

�e master plan will be �nalized and print ready by the end of 
2014. �e funds to enact the new components in the master plan 
will be present in a legislative budget request during the Jan. 
2015 session.

FRSP Master Plan from page 7

Celebration plans from page 2

Annual passes
�e 2015 North Dakota State Park 

Annual Pass is now on sale and is available 
at all North Dakota State Parks and the 
North Dakota Parks and Recreation 
Department in Bismarck.

A convenient order form can be found 
on the back page of this magazine or you 
can contact NDPRD at (701) 328-5357 or 
email at parkrec.nd.gov.

Tree donations
�e North Dakota Parks and Recreation 

Department’s continues to look for support 
of its 50th anniversary celebration tree and 
shrub plantings across North Dakota’s 13 
state parks.

To donate a tree you can contact 
NDPRD sta� at (701) 328-5370 to discuss 
donation options and choices. You can 
request a brochure outlining the program 
and �ll out the form included in the 
brochure to ND Parks & Recreation Dept., 
1600 E Century Ave, Suite 3, Bismarck, 
ND 58503. Checks and money orders can 
be made payable to North Dakota Parks 
and Recreation.

Upon receipt of your donation, you will 
be contacted by a department sta� repre-
sentative about the planting details. 
Donors and recipients are welcome to 
attend and assist with the planting.

Horizon calendars
In the Fall 2014 edition of North 

Dakota Horizons, North Dakota Parks and 
Recreation’s 50th anniversary is featured in 
a story by Kylie Blanchard called 50th 
Anniversary of North Dakota State Parks 
to Celebrate Past, Present and Future.

North Dakota State Parks were also 
featured in the Horizon’s 2015 calendar 
with photographers submitting photos 
from 12 separate state parks. �e calendar 
makes a great Christmas gift and is 
available many places including NDPRD 
Headquarters in Bismarck. �e calendar 
can also be purchased online at www.ndho-
rizons.com or by calling 866-462-0744.

Photo contest winner
Laura Gardner, wife of NDPRD Recre-

ation Division Manager Matt Gardner, 
took home two prizes from the 2014 

Governor’s Photo Contest.
Laura earned �rst place in the People 

Category with her entry “Nice Fishy.” She 
earned Honorable Mention honors in the 
Adventure Category with her photography 
entitled “Date Night.”

Scenic Byway plan
�e North Dakota Scenic Byway 

Program completed a strategic plan to 
guide the program in its decision making 
over the next �ve years and to ensure the 
viability of the program.  �e plan was 
completed by the North Dakota Parks and 
Recreation Department (NDPRD) with 
Clearwater Communications.

�e North Dakota Scenic Byway 
Program is administered through a cooper-
ative e�ort between NDPRD and the 
North Dakota Department of Transporta-
tion (NDDOT).   �ere are ten state scenic 
byways in North Dakota and two are 
nationally designated.

For more information on the North 
Dakota Scenic Byway Program or to view 
the North Dakota Scenic Byway Program 
Strategic Plan, please visit 
www.parkrec.nd.gov. 



North Dakota Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment is celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2015 
by hosting a variety of events in its parks 
throughout the state. In the spirit of moving 
forward without forgetting North Dakota’s rich 
history, the department is constructing a 50th 
anniversary themed trailer which is appearing 

at the anniversary kicko� event May 1 and at 
each of the state parks during the summer of 
2015. 

�e 30-foot trailer acts as a mobile museum, 
representing the history of the parks and the 
department. �is allows those new to the state 
a chance to see where North Dakota Parks and 
Recreation came from and North Dakota 
natives a chance to reminisce.

Di�erent members of the NDPRD are 
contributing to the trailer project in order to 
diversify its informative nature. Kathy Dutten-
hefner, Natural Resources Management Coor-
dinator, is compiling park related photos and 
memorabilia with the help of Crystal 
Leidholm, biological science technician and

Continued on page 10
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Each year the North Dakota Parks and 
Recreation Department selects Merit and 
Special Merit award recipients based on their 
work on behalf of the NDPRD that is consid-
ered to be “above and beyond” expected 
standards of performance. Merit awards go to 
current NDPRD employees while Special 
Merit awards are intended for volunteers, 
friends groups, individual members of friends 
groups or employees of other agencies.

Special Merit Awards
Party America (Mark and Mary Hoff) 
Mark and Mary Hoff, owners of Party 

America, have been lead sponsor of the 
Haunted Fort at Fort Abraham Lincoln State 
Park for the past ten years. 

Campground hosts/volunteers Chris 
and Billie Jo Scott.

Together they had 321 campground host 
hours at Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park, 
123 hours as work hosts and over 20 hours for 
Haunted Fort.

Volunteer Karen Schelske 
Schelske has been a volunteer at Fort Abra-

ham Lincoln State Parks Haunted Fort for the 
past 10 years. She is a constant figure for the 
event as a welcoming greeter and definitely 
helps the park out in a critical position as fee 
collector.

Pembina County Historical Society Vice 
President Jim Benjamison

Benjamison was instrumental in helping 
acquire the 1925 Case Model X Suburban 
Coupe which was originally owned by G.B. 
Gunlogsonson. 

Pembina County Historic Society 
Due to its affiliation with Icelandic State 

Park, the continued preservation and tourism 
opportunities they bring to the region and the 
completion of the Master Plan.

Continued on page 10

Garry McKellar (The Trail Guy)
Garry was hired to work on the trails for 

the NDPRD, but it was all the other 
services that McKellar did that qualify 
him for a Special Merit Award

Tim Horgan, NENDHA Vice Presi-
dent and Exhibit Committee Chair

Horgan is a second generation volun-
teer for the NENDHA and has served on 
the Board of Directors, Research and 
Exhibit Committee, Finance Committee, 
Natural Resource committee, Newsletter 
Committee and has been the Vice Presi-
dent for the past seven years.   

Midcontinent Communications 
In the past 10 months, Midcontinent 

Communications generously went above 
and beyond the call of duty in airing 
100,426 off-highway vehicle and snow-
mobile public service announcement 
(PSA) spots.  That breaks down to approx-
imately 335 spots per day with a value of 
$740,855.00.

Merlan Paaverud, Director of North 

Dakota’s State Historical Society
Paaverud has been a steadfast partner in 

a relationship between two state agencies 
that has benefited citizens and visitors 
alike.

Doosan-Bobcat nominated 
A group of Doosan-Bobcat employees 

volunteered to do some work at Fort Abra-
ham Lincoln State Park and brought with 
them company equipment to facilitate the 
effort. 

Merit Awards
Kathy Duttenhefner, NDPRD Natural 

Resources Management Coordinator.
Duttenhefner received two separate 

nominations, the first for work with the 
Becoming and Outdoor Woman program 
run by ND Game & Fish. She was also 
nominated for her leadership and coordi-
nation of the Bismarck Earth Day Festival 
in 2014. 

Matt Gardner, NDPRD Recreation 
Division Manager

Gardner was nominated for his initia-

tive and success in getting NDPRD Title 
VI compliant, as well as his leadership in 
managing the Recreational Trails 
Program.

Matt Schanandore, Fort Abraham 
Lincoln State Park Interpreter

Schanandore was cited for his efforts 
with Haunted Fort, the Great Western 
Exposition, social media, and incorporat-
ing FALSP’s point of sale operation.

Fort Abraham Lincoln and Lake 
Metigoshe state park staffs

These two state parks really did take 
“one for the team” by breaking ground on 
a new way of doing business (referring to 
taking 100 percent campsite reservations). 
They helped the park system as a whole to 
adjust guidelines, identified some key 
issues and made strides to provide 
solutions. The Online Management 
System pilot program was a success due 
to the extraordinary efforts from perma-
nent and seasonal staff at Fort Abraham 
Lincoln and Lake Metigoshe State Parks. 

North Dakota Parks and Recreation 50th Anniversary Committee is work-
ing hard to ensure the 2015 celebration is a memorable one. Over the past 
year a lot of planning and discussion has taken place and it’s now time to start 
implementation of the many facets making up the celebration.

“It amazes me how much work this committee has done,” NDPRD Direc-
tor Mark Zimmerman told committee members in the November meeting. 
“It’s going to be a great year!”

�e travelling exhibit which will house 50 years of history made its debut 
last summer at the North Dakota State Fair. Fair visitors only got to see the 
outside of the trailer which will house the pictures and 
memorabilia recounting the NDPRD’s creation and 
subsequent growth leading to today’s system. �e 
exterior features pictures of park scenery along with a 
history timeline of the department. It received a lot of 
praise from fair-goers who spent a lot of time going 
over the details.

Natural Resources Management Coordinator Kathy 
Duttenhefner leads the e�ort to design the interior of 
the 30-foot trailer which will �rst be on display during 
February and March’s North Dakota sport shows. 
Work on the interior is expected to take place in 
January and it will make its �rst o�cial appearance at 
the Bismarck Tribune Sports Show Feb. 20-21. �e 
exhibit then goes on the road appearing at the Grand 
Forks Men’s Show Feb. 27-March 1; KX Sports Show 
in Minot March 13-15; and in Williston March 21-23. 
�e NDPRD is also taking part in the Red River Valley 
Sportsmen’s Show, March 5-8, but the exhibit won’t be 
on display.

�e kicko� for the anniversary celebration is being 
held at North Dakota’s new Heritage Center located just southeast of the 
Capitol in Bismarck. A program is planned for the afternoon and a tree will 
be planted on the Capitol grounds to mark the anniversary. All former and 
current NDPRD employees are being invited to the event and a picnic will 
be held for the group at Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park later in the 
afternoon.

Over the course of the spring and summer, 11 of North Dakota’s state 
parks are holding their own special events to celebrate the anniversary. �e 
travelling exhibit will appear at each of the events. Cloverdale and Pride 
Dairy are helping sponsor the kicko� event and individual parks events. 
Cloverdale is supplying brats and hotdogs for each event and is planning on 
bringing its travelling kitchen to �ve of the state park events. Pride Dairy 
created a special ice cream to commemorate the NDPRD anniversary.

Other projects the department is working on includes an archive of the 
thousands of photographs that have been collected depicting the department 
and creation of an honor guard that will remain in place after the anniversary

Continued on page 9

�e following is more information 
about North Dakota’s celebrated parks and 
plans for system-wide improvements.  

Improvements at Lake Sakakawea 
State Park totaling an estimated $8 million 
include: Development of a family retreat 
lodge on the west bay; 80 modern camp-
sites with water and electrical service; 
roadway improvements; upgrades to water 
and sewer systems

A state investment of $1.09 million is 
proposed for Fort Ransom State Park 
including:   Construction of a new visitor 
center; building renovation to provide 
year-round rental space; development of 
15 modern RV campsites with water and 
electrical service; addition of 15 modern 
campsites with water and electrical service; 
upgrades to existing horse corrals; 
construction of two, full-service rental 
cabins; construction of four basic cabins; 
construction of a new shower facility; 
roadway improvements

A state investment of nearly $3.7 million 
is proposed for improvements at Fort 
Abraham Lincoln State Park including: 
Construction of an activity center; 
upgrades to park roadways and parking 
lots; campground expansion for 15 
additional campsites with water and 
electrical service; relocation of existing RV 
dump station;construction of a four-stall 
shower facility; expanding electrical service 
to basic campsites; renovation of historic 
facilities at On-A-Slant Village

An investment of about $970,000 is 
proposed for the following improvements 
at Cross Ranch Centennial State Park: 
Development of 18 modern campsites; 
construction of two full-service cabins; 
construction of a four-stall public shower 
facility; expanded  electrical service for 45 
campsites; construction of new bathroom 
facilities; ground and stage upgrades to 
festival area.

An investment of $750,000 is planned 

to establish a state campground in the 
Pembina Gorge State Recreation Area with 
the following amenities: Development of 
20 basic campsites; construction of 
restroom and shower facilities.

�e state proposes investing $1.06 
million in the following Lewis and Clark 
State Park upgrades: Construction of 20 
modern campsites (water and electric 
service) within the park’s existing camp-
ground; construction of a four-stall shower 
addition to the park’s existing facilities; 
construction of two additional cabins; 
construction of a 1.5-mile trail from the 
campground to the visitor service center; 
development of playground equipment; 
asphalt overlay on park roadways; electrical 
service to marina docks.

A state investment of about $2.2 million 
is proposed for the following improve-
ments at Grahams Island State Park: 
Construction of a 2,400-square-foot visitor

Continued on page 10

 services center; expansion of the park’s bait 
shop, concession sales and public 
restrooms; asphalt overlay and other 
roadway upgrades; construction of new 
sidewalks and parking lot.

�e following improvements, estimated 
to cost about $800,000, are planned for 
Fort Stevenson State Park: Construction 
of rip rap along the north embankment of 
Garrison Bay Marina; replacement of the 
park’s restroom and shower facilities.

A state investment of $850,000 is 
proposed for Icelandic State Park: 
Replacement of the park’s restroom and 

shower facilities; repair, overlay and chip 
seal of park roads.

A state investment of $1.48 million is 
proposed for Lake Metigoshe State Park 
including the following improvements: 
Replacement of the park’s restroom and 
shower facilities; renovations to the park’s 
historic dining hall and other overnight 
facilities; water and electrical service 
improvements.

�e following park improvements, with 
an estimated total cost of about $1.05 
million, will be proposed for Turtle River 
State Park: Replacement of the park’s 

existing restroom and shower facilities; 
construction of a park maintenance build-
ing.

�e state will invest about $100,000 to 
complete the following improvements at 
Little Missouri State Park: Upgrades to 
the park’s public restroom and shower 
facilities; trail system upgrades

�e state proposes to add electrical 
service to 30 campsites at an estimated cost 
of $250,000 at Sully Creek State Park.

�e state will refurbish the Old Rock 
Caretaker’s Cabin at Beaver Lake State 
Park at an estimated cost of $60,000. 

 celebrations are complete.
Plans are also in place for a signi�cant tree and shrub planting 

event at each of the state parks. �ere is an opportunity for 
anyone to participate in the planting through donations of plants 
and trees along with participating in special park events to plant 

the trees and shrubs.  �ose donating receive a certi�cate, a 
plaque by the tree recognizing the donor or a person, organiza-
tion, event or place as designated by the donor, and a one-year 
subscription to the NDPRD’s newsletter.

 data manager, to create some of the interi-
or exhibits for the trailer. “In the display 
inside the trailer we’ll have early years 
including the CCC (Civilian Conservation 
Core) and the WPA (Work Progress 
Association) years,” Duttenhefner says.

�ere will be about a dozen interpretive 
panels depicting the history of the North 
Dakota Parks and Recreation Department 
which was created by the North Dakota 
legislature in 1965.

Interior exhibits will include:
• A display of all the annual passes issued 

since 1965.
• Portraits of the NDPRD 12 directors.
• Artifacts 
• Hiking programs.
• History of the Dakota Ranger and 

Dakota Explorers.
• Natural Resources.
• Panels on planning and development.
• Pictures of past and present amphithe-

ater programs.
• Recreational OHVs, snowmobiling, 

biking.
• Special events.

• Uniforms and patches.
• Volunteers past and present.
“We’ll have living and cultural history as 

well including the courts, the houses, the 
farms and museums,” Duttenhefner said. 

�e trailer �rst debuted at the 2014 
North Dakota State Fair, but only the 
outside was displayed. �e trailer’s interior 
will �rst be seen at the Bismarck Tribune 
Sports Show in February and is making 
appearances at the Grand Forks Men’s 
Show, KX Sports Show in Minot and the 
Williston Sports Show.

Awards from page 6

A closer look  from page 3

Mobile museum  from page 2

�e North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department 
(NDPRD) updated its Fort Ransom State Park (FRSP) develop-
ment master plan with the help of input from the public. FRSP 
was established in 1978 and is located in the Sheyenne River 
Valley south of Valley City along the Sheyenne River Valley 
National Scenic Byway. �e park's development followed a 
master plan document completed in 1983. 

�e original master plan has been in place for around three 

decades. "Over the years we have, the state parks, acquired a little 
more land and we've had some changes in the cliental that use the 
park. So we just decided it was time to, more or less, revise the 
master plan," Jesse Hanson, Planning and Development Division 
Manager at NDPRD, says.

  Two committees were formed to help oversee the updating of 
FRSP's master plan.  A citizen's advisory committee to give ND
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communities a voice in the process by obtaining local input on 
park development and operation. And an internal committee 
comprised of those mostly involved with the park such as park 
manager, the mayor of Fort Ransom, etc.

Community meetings and an online survey were also conduct-
ed in order to give an opportunity for more detailed expressions 
of ideas and input. "We've had them [community meetings] 
right there, at the town of Fort Ransom, right next to our state 
park so people wouldn't have to travel. We wanted as much 
public input as we could get," Hanson says.

Recreational tools have evolved substantially over the past 
three decades and NDPRD wants to make sure FRSP is able to 
accommodate the needs of its visitors. "[�e new master plan] 
looks at what some of the land use changes have been and incor-
porates some of the properties that we brought into the park 

development plan. Visitor users aren't the same as they were in 
the 1980s, they have a lot bigger campers, they look for di�erent 
things now when they come out so that was the rationale for 
reworking the master plan," Hanson said.

 In addition to the citizen's advisory committee, a consulting 
�rm was hired to provide a more impersonal goal driven view to 
help guide the project. "I helped having that outside view, an 
objective view, to come in and say 'Ok, what'd you do here? Why 
are you doing this?' as well as helping us do our initial assessment 
of the original master plan," said Hanson.

�e master plan will be �nalized and print ready by the end of 
2014. �e funds to enact the new components in the master plan 
will be present in a legislative budget request during the Jan. 
2015 session.



�e following is more information 
about North Dakota’s celebrated parks and 
plans for system-wide improvements.  

Improvements at Lake Sakakawea 
State Park totaling an estimated $8 million 
include: Development of a family retreat 
lodge on the west bay; 80 modern camp-
sites with water and electrical service; 
roadway improvements; upgrades to water 
and sewer systems

A state investment of $1.09 million is 
proposed for Fort Ransom State Park 
including:   Construction of a new visitor 
center; building renovation to provide 
year-round rental space; development of 
15 modern RV campsites with water and 
electrical service; addition of 15 modern 
campsites with water and electrical service; 
upgrades to existing horse corrals; 
construction of two, full-service rental 
cabins; construction of four basic cabins; 
construction of a new shower facility; 
roadway improvements

A state investment of nearly $3.7 million 
is proposed for improvements at Fort 
Abraham Lincoln State Park including: 
Construction of an activity center; 
upgrades to park roadways and parking 
lots; campground expansion for 15 
additional campsites with water and 
electrical service; relocation of existing RV 
dump station;construction of a four-stall 
shower facility; expanding electrical service 
to basic campsites; renovation of historic 
facilities at On-A-Slant Village

An investment of about $970,000 is 
proposed for the following improvements 
at Cross Ranch Centennial State Park: 
Development of 18 modern campsites; 
construction of two full-service cabins; 
construction of a four-stall public shower 
facility; expanded  electrical service for 45 
campsites; construction of new bathroom 
facilities; ground and stage upgrades to 
festival area.

An investment of $750,000 is planned 

to establish a state campground in the 
Pembina Gorge State Recreation Area with 
the following amenities: Development of 
20 basic campsites; construction of 
restroom and shower facilities.

�e state proposes investing $1.06 
million in the following Lewis and Clark 
State Park upgrades: Construction of 20 
modern campsites (water and electric 
service) within the park’s existing camp-
ground; construction of a four-stall shower 
addition to the park’s existing facilities; 
construction of two additional cabins; 
construction of a 1.5-mile trail from the 
campground to the visitor service center; 
development of playground equipment; 
asphalt overlay on park roadways; electrical 
service to marina docks.

A state investment of about $2.2 million 
is proposed for the following improve-
ments at Grahams Island State Park: 
Construction of a 2,400-square-foot visitor

Continued on page 10

 services center; expansion of the park’s bait 
shop, concession sales and public 
restrooms; asphalt overlay and other 
roadway upgrades; construction of new 
sidewalks and parking lot.

�e following improvements, estimated 
to cost about $800,000, are planned for 
Fort Stevenson State Park: Construction 
of rip rap along the north embankment of 
Garrison Bay Marina; replacement of the 
park’s restroom and shower facilities.

A state investment of $850,000 is 
proposed for Icelandic State Park: 
Replacement of the park’s restroom and 

shower facilities; repair, overlay and chip 
seal of park roads.

A state investment of $1.48 million is 
proposed for Lake Metigoshe State Park 
including the following improvements: 
Replacement of the park’s restroom and 
shower facilities; renovations to the park’s 
historic dining hall and other overnight 
facilities; water and electrical service 
improvements.

�e following park improvements, with 
an estimated total cost of about $1.05 
million, will be proposed for Turtle River 
State Park: Replacement of the park’s 

existing restroom and shower facilities; 
construction of a park maintenance build-
ing.

�e state will invest about $100,000 to 
complete the following improvements at 
Little Missouri State Park: Upgrades to 
the park’s public restroom and shower 
facilities; trail system upgrades

�e state proposes to add electrical 
service to 30 campsites at an estimated cost 
of $250,000 at Sully Creek State Park.

�e state will refurbish the Old Rock 
Caretaker’s Cabin at Beaver Lake State 
Park at an estimated cost of $60,000. 
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�e North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department 
(NDPRD) updated its Fort Ransom State Park (FRSP) develop-
ment master plan with the help of input from the public. FRSP 
was established in 1978 and is located in the Sheyenne River 
Valley south of Valley City along the Sheyenne River Valley 
National Scenic Byway. �e park's development followed a 
master plan document completed in 1983. 

�e original master plan has been in place for around three 

decades. "Over the years we have, the state parks, acquired a little 
more land and we've had some changes in the cliental that use the 
park. So we just decided it was time to, more or less, revise the 
master plan," Jesse Hanson, Planning and Development Division 
Manager at NDPRD, says.

  Two committees were formed to help oversee the updating of 
FRSP's master plan.  A citizen's advisory committee to give ND

Continued on page 9

communities a voice in the process by obtaining local input on 
park development and operation. And an internal committee 
comprised of those mostly involved with the park such as park 
manager, the mayor of Fort Ransom, etc.

Community meetings and an online survey were also conduct-
ed in order to give an opportunity for more detailed expressions 
of ideas and input. "We've had them [community meetings] 
right there, at the town of Fort Ransom, right next to our state 
park so people wouldn't have to travel. We wanted as much 
public input as we could get," Hanson says.

Recreational tools have evolved substantially over the past 
three decades and NDPRD wants to make sure FRSP is able to 
accommodate the needs of its visitors. "[�e new master plan] 
looks at what some of the land use changes have been and incor-
porates some of the properties that we brought into the park 

development plan. Visitor users aren't the same as they were in 
the 1980s, they have a lot bigger campers, they look for di�erent 
things now when they come out so that was the rationale for 
reworking the master plan," Hanson said.

 In addition to the citizen's advisory committee, a consulting 
�rm was hired to provide a more impersonal goal driven view to 
help guide the project. "I helped having that outside view, an 
objective view, to come in and say 'Ok, what'd you do here? Why 
are you doing this?' as well as helping us do our initial assessment 
of the original master plan," said Hanson.

�e master plan will be �nalized and print ready by the end of 
2014. �e funds to enact the new components in the master plan 
will be present in a legislative budget request during the Jan. 
2015 session.


