
Recreational Trail Program Grant Application 
Casselton Park District  

January 2014 
 

Trail Project Name:  Tinta Tawa Park Resurfacing Project – 2014/15 
(Casselton, ND) 
 

Description of Proposed Project: 
The Casselton Park District respectfully requests Recreational Trail Program 
funding to assist our organization with the resurfacing of our walking and biking 
paths at Tinta Tawa Park. 
The park district also wishes to use RTP and local funding to resurface the 
parking area adjacent to our boat dock and ramp and the fishing pier on the east 
side of the park.  The parking area serves as a trailhead for our paved paths to 
the south and west.  In all, we have approximately 1.8 miles of paved trails in our 
park, which sits on the northwest edge of Casselton adjacent to the Casselton 
Reservoir. 
 

Property Location Information:  Urban Location 
 

Property Address:  Tinta Tawa Park is located on the northwest side of 
Casselton, adjacent to Cass County Highway 10.  It has no official street 
address. 
Tinta Tawa Park is located within Casselton Township, NE quarter, Section 34, 
Range 34-140-52.  The park itself is 71.6 acres. 
 

City:  Casselton, 58012 
 

County:  Cass 
 

State:  North Dakota 
 

Length of Trail:  1.8 Miles (Approximate) 

 The parking lot included in the proposal will involve approximately 1,340 
square yards of asphalt, plus some prep work.  That portion of the request 
is $33,400. 

 

General Funding and Property Information:   
 

Total Cost:  $157,600 
 

Fund Amount:  $126,100 
 

Is this Project an Extension to an Existing Trail Project?  No 
 
Who holds the Title to the Project Land?  The Casselton Park District 



 
 
 
 
Projects must be completed within 18 months of grant award to meet 
Federal Highway Administration Guidelines. 
 

Estimated Start Date:  09/01/2014 
 

Estimated End Date:  06/30/2015 
 

Classification of Land:  Local   
 

Check all of the uses the project impacts:  Walking/Hiking, Bicycling, In-line 
Skating, Runners/Joggers 
 

Does the project fall substantially within a federal highway right-of-way?  
No   
 
 
   
 
 
 
   



Recreational Trail Program Grant Requirements 
Casselton Park District 

January 2014 
 

Project Description 
 

The Casselton Park District respectfully requests grant funding from the 
Recreational Trail Program to assist us in resurfacing the recreational trail 
currently in use at Tinta Tawa Park on the northwest edge of Casselton. 
The park district utilized grant funding to build the original recreational trail back 
in 2000 and we received a second grant award from the Recreational Trail 
Program to resurface the path in 2007. 
Our latest request, in the amount of $126,100, will help us defray the expenses 
related to our latest maintenance project, which we hope to begin the fall of 2014.   
In addition to our original trail, which covers nearly a mile on the north side of the 
Casselton Reservoir, we also hope to resurface an additional trail that the park 
district funded and assisted in constructing in 2004.  That trail runs around the 
south side of the reservoir and gives park patrons additional recreation options. 
Further, we also hope to resurface the parking area adjacent to our boat ramp, 
dock and fishing pier located on the east side of the park.  The parking area 
provides access to the park’s trails system and accommodates patrons who use 
our trails for walking, biking, skating, running and a variety of other uses. 
Our primary goal for the $158,000 project is to maintain the 1.8 miles 
(approximate) of existing trails, as well as our east parking area, which serves as 
a trailhead for park patrons. 
 

Project Goals 
 

Our goal in applying for the Recreational Trail Grant is to maintain our existing 
walking/biking trails for the ever-growing number of patrons who utilize our park.  
In addition to serving a growing community of nearly 2,500 residents, Tinta Tawa 
Park and the trails there are also used by patrons from other Cass County 
communities, including an ever-increasing number from the Fargo-Moorhead 
metro area. 
The Central Cass School District makes use of our recreational trails in the 
spring and fall, bringing physical education classes of nearly every age to the 
park to exercise and enjoy the outdoors. 
Our trails tie our park together, giving patrons access to our baseball and softball 
fields, picnic shelters, fishing piers and sledding hill.  We do our best to keep the 
trails open and accessible in the winter months, too, giving people access to the 
park year-round. 
Maintaining the trails we have in Tinta Tawa Park is the best thing we can do for 
the residents of Casselton and surrounding areas as well. 
 



 
 
 
Project Costs 
 

The costs associated with resurfacing our existing trails and the parking area 
include some subgrade preparation and the removal of broken pavement and 
other excess materials in certain areas, including the east parking lot. 
Resurfacing the existing trail involves adding a 1.5” asphalt overlay to the trails 
currently in place.  We did the same maintenance to the walking/biking paths in 
2007. 

 The 1.8 miles of existing trails will receive an overlay of approximately 
1.5”.  A total of approximately 8,400 square yards of asphalt will be used 
to complete the proposed trail maintenance. 

 An additional 1,350 square yards of asphalt will be needed to resurface 
the parking area/trailhead on the east side of the park.  The lot will need 
some subgrade prep work and Class 5 gravel to bring the lot up to grade 
in places. 

Our initial bid request, dated November 18, 2013, came in at $157,600 for the 
trail and parking lot maintenance.  The Casselton Park District will bid the project 
again the spring of 2014 and reserves the right to accept or reject any bid 
submitted. 
 
Project Sponsor/Support 
 

The Casselton Park District is legally responsible for the park system in 
Casselton and for the recreational trail maintenance project in particular. 
The park district’s governing board voted unanimously to support the 
Recreational Trail grant process at its December 2013 meeting (See enclosed 
meeting minutes).  They also pledged to use park district funding to cover the 
20% local match needed to complete the project (See enclosed financial 
documentation). 

 Applicant Capability:  Assisted by initial grant funding, the Casselton 
Park District authorized the construction of the original trail in 2000 and 
coordinated the maintenance project utilizing Recreational Trail program 
funding in 2007.  We feel confident that we can do the same in 2014.  

 
     















2014 Parks Expense Budget  
 
Category   2014 (Projected)     2013 (Budget)  2013 (Actual) 
 

Swimming Pool           $48,000                                $42,000      $47,887.11 
 
Administration           $46,000   $43,500          $42,950.00 
 
Maint./Repairs           $38,000   $38,000                $36,193.11 
 
Fuel/Oil              $7,000     $8,000                  $5,999.60 
 
Park Equipment   $6,000     $6,000           $578.00 
 
Park Supplies             $5,000     $5,000        $4,338.98 
 
Flowers    $6,500     $6,500                  $5,285.42 

 (2013 - $2,527.42 – Flowers/$2,758 – Salary) 
 
Advertising/    $3,000     $3,600         $2,572.00 
Promotional 
 
Office Expense           $11,200     $3,000       $16,090.55 

 (2013 - Sportsman - $6,211/Audit - $6,000) 
 
Office/Cell Phones   $3,000     $2,500         $2,854.27 
 
Electricity    $3,500     $3,500         $3,212.97 
(Parks/Clubhouse) 
 
Capital Projects           $10,000   $11,300       $11,300.00 
(2013 - Shelter Cement - $11,300) 
 



 

Category   2014 (Projected)             2013 (Budget)         2013 (Actual)              

 

Baseball Grandstand                $0    $12,000     $24,000.00 
(Debt Retired) 
 
Natural Gas     $600       $600        $357.02 
(Clubhouse) 
 
Property Taxes   $6,150        $0        $6,126.50 
 
Payroll Taxes           $28,000            $19,000     $26,538.38 
 
Sales Tax/ 
Workman’s Comp             $3,000    $1,500       $2,554.81 

 
Totals -          $218,800        $206,000   $232,712.22      
 
 



2014 Program Expense Budget  
 

 

Category   2014 (Projected)  2013 (Budget)  2013 (Actual) 
 

Legion Baseball           $17,300          $13,000        $17,967 
 
Babe Ruth (14-15)   $11,000          $10,500       $8,759.50 
 
Titans Babe Ruth (13s)    $4,800            $4,600       $4,310.69 
 
Rookies (11-12)     $4,000                 $3,950       $3,576.91 
 
Pee Wees (9-10)     $4,000            $3,950       $3,576.91 
 
10U Softball      $3,500            $3,500         $961.33 
 
12U Softball      $3,500            $3,550       $3,202.28 
 
14U Softball      $3,850            $3,850       $3,213.85 
 
18U Softball      $4,200            $4,200       $1,009.89 
 
T-Ball       $1,000            $1,200          $667.97 
 
Squirts          $1,000            $1,200          $768.65 
 
Penny & Pals     $2,200            $2,400       $1,977.00 
 
Tennis      $1,200            $1,700          $497.00 
 
Weights          $1,750            $1,750       $1,049.08 
 
Men’s Basketball     $5,560            $4,700       $4,957.34 



Category   2014 (Projected)  2013 (Budget)   2013 (Actual) 
  

Missoula Children’s Theater $1,500           $1,500           $1,500 
 
Metro League Basketball            $6,000      --       -- 
 
Other Programs        ?       ?        ? 
 

Totals -           $76,360       $65,550         $57,995.40 
 
2012 Actual                 $53,773.54 
 
2011 Actual                 $48,838.85 
 
 
 



Recreational Trails Program Grant  
Budget Detail 

Casselton Park District  
January 2014 

 

Please Note:  The following figures highlight preliminary costs for the work 
we hope to complete on the recreational trails and parking area/trailhead at 
Tinta Tawa Park in Casselton, ND. 
 
Recreational Trail – North Side of Casselton Reservoir - $61,300 
 

 Trails cover approximately eight tenths of a mile 
 1.5” asphalt overlay (Approximately 4,682 square yards of product)  

 
Recreational Trail – South Side of Casselton Reservoir - $55,600 
 

 Trail covers approximately eight tenths of a mile 
 1.5” asphalt overlay (Approximately 3,700 square yards of product) 

 
Parking Area/Trailhead – East Side of Park - $33,400 
 

 Trailhead area needs some subgrade prep work and gravel 
 3” base course for a third of the parking area (approximately 407 

square yards of product) 
 2” asphalt overlay over the entire area (approximately 934 square 

yards of product) 
 
Additional Trails - $1,200 
 

 The park district also needs to resurface three short access paths - 
one that leads to our restroom facilities, an approach that allows us 
access to a softball diamond and a third that gives us access to a 
storage garage.  

 
 




















