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Trail Project Name:  Northern Cass Pass  

Description of Proposed Project:  

Rails to trails project between the communities of Hunter and Arthur, 

North Dakota. The trail will be developed upon the existing abandoned 

railroad line. It is a 6 mile non-motorized trail that would be open to 

equestrian traffic.  

Property Location Information  

Urban or Rural Development:  Rural  

Address Line 1:  PO Box 98  

Address Line 2:   

City:  Arthur  

County:  Cass  

State:  ND  

Zip Code:  58006  

Township: N  142.00  

Range: W  52.00  

Township Section:  24  

Length of New Trail:  6.00  

Length of Total Trail if Project is an 

Extenion:  
0.00  



General Funding and Property Information  

Total Cost:  83,256.00  

Fund Amount:  66,606.00  

Is this Project an Extension to an Existing Trail Project?   

Who Holds the Title to the Project Land?  

Hunter/Arthur JPA Park Board  

Estimated Start Date:  6/1/2014  

Estimated End Date:  10/1/2015  

Classification of Land:  

State Federal Local Private  

Check all of the uses the Project impacts:  

Walking/Hiking Bicycling Horseback Riding Cross-

Country Skiing 

In-line Skating Snowmobiling ATV Riding Off-road 

Motorcycling 

4x4 Trucking Other:   

Does the Project fall substantially within a federal highway right-of-

way?  No  

Federal Funding Sources  

 

Local Funding Sources  

Source Name  Amount  
 

Hunter/Arthur JPA Park Board  $16,650.00  
 

 

 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

Ultimately, it is the vision of the JPA Park Board to develop a rails to trails project (new development) 

between the communities of Hunter and Arthur, North Dakota. The trail corridor, which is approximately 

6-miles in length would be a hard surface trail suitable for non-motorized diverse use (walking, running, 

biking and occasional equestrian usage).  This application is intended to be the first phase of a multi-phase 

project. 

The communities of Hunter, North Dakota and Arthur, North Dakota have combined their Park Boards 

into a Joint Powers Authority specifically for the development of this project.  The Hunter/Arthur JPA has 

acquired the abandoned BNSF Railway corridor between the two communities by utilizing the Rail-Trails 

concept. 

 

The first step is the acquisition of funding and proceeding with Phase 1.  Phase 1 will be the structural 

inspection and reconditioning of the three railway bridges that are present on the corridor.  Of significance 

is the long span bridge that spans the Elm River in Hunter, ND.  These bridges need to have new decking 

installed as well as railings constructed. 

 

Following the work on the three bridges (Phase 1), future phases will consist of designing, bidding and 

construction of an improved surface on the length of the corridor. 

 

 



RESPONSE TO REQUIREMENTS 

 

Project Description:  Ultimately, it is the vision of the JPA Park Board to develop a rails to trails project 

(new development) between the communities of Hunter and Arthur, North Dakota. The trail corridor, 

which is approximately 6-miles in length would be a hard surface suitable for non-motorized diverse use 

(walking, running, biking and occasional equestrian usage).  This application is intended to be the first 

phase of a multi-phase project. 

Goals of Phase One:  The current acquired railroad has had the steel rails and the railroad cross ties 

removed as part of the purchase agreement between the Hunter/Arthur JPA Park Board and BNSF Railway 

Company.  What remains is an aggregate raised rail bed (existing ballast) with two low level, short span 

bridges and one elevated long span bridge.  The purpose of this Phase is to provide adequate safety rails 

on all three structures.  In conjunction with the safety rails, proper decking will be required to be added 

to the existing bridge surfaces in order for the bridges to be passable for pedestrian, bicycle and 

equestrian traffic. 

All user groups would benefit from this phase.  The current status of the corridor could allow pedestrian, 

mountain biking and equestrian usage, but with no current safety rails (nor adequate decking) in place at 

the three bridges, the corridor is to be closed to all usage.   

Costs of Phase One:  The Hunter bridge (spanning the South Branch of the Elm River) will require 304 

lineal feet of bridge railing and 173 lineal feet of approach railing.  The remaining 2 bridges will require a 

total of 140 lineal feet of bridge railing and 80 lineal feet of approach railing.  Signing of the bridges, as 

well as signing of the Rail to Trail corridor will also be included in Phase One costs. Structural bridge 

inspection and repairs must be completed on all three bridges to evaluate the footings, the superstructure 

and the approaches.  Improved bridge surfacing must also be added to provide a safe and accepted 

crossing.  Finally, design/construction/administrative engineering services for the items listed above must 

be included.  The following is an itemization: 

 Bridge Railing, F&I           444 l.f.      @ $28.00/l.f. $12,432.00 

 Bridge Approach Railing , F&I          253 l.f.      @ $28.00/l.f. $  7,084.00 

 Signing                40 s.f.     @ $26.00/s.f. $  1,040.00 

 Bridge Decking, F&I     2770 s.f.      @ $10.00/s.f. $27,700.00 

 Bridge repairs     Lump Sum   @ $10,000  $10,000.00 

 Structural Bridge Inspections   Lump Sum   @ $15,000  $15,000.00 

 Engineering (design, inspec, admin)  Lump Sum   @ $10,000  $10,000.00 

 

 TOTAL COST PHASE ONE       $83,256.00 

 

Local/Area Support:   The Park Boards of the Cities of Hunter and Arthur have formed a Joint Powers 

Authority (Hunter/Arthur JPA Park board).  This JPA has acquired the BNSF rail corridor through the Rails 

to Trails program for this project specifically.  The Hunter/Arthur area is outside of the Fargo-Moorhead 

MPO area. 

 



Local 20% Match Availability:  The Hunter/Arthur JPA Park Board has committed funds for this project 

and a resolution regarding availability of funds will be forwarded once this grant is approved. 

 

 

 

 

Project Sponsor:  The Hunter/Arthur JPA Park Board is the project sponsor as listed below: 

 

   Hunter/Arthur JPA Park Board 

   PO Box 98 

   Arthur, ND  58006 

 

Applicant Capability:  The Park Boards of the Cities of Hunter and Arthur, North Dakota have joined forces 

and entered into a Joint Power Authority to ensure that the development of the former BNSF Rail Corridor 

between the two cities takes place. 

 

Written Assurances:  Attached to this application is the Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB-6 

(Sub-No. 478X), BNSF Railway Company – Abandonment Exemption – In Cass County, North Dakota.  This 

document clearly spells out the efforts and accompanying documentation of the assurances that this 

project will be open and available for public use. 

 

 

 



EVALUATION CRITERION 
 

Site and Project Quality:  The location of the existing BNSF Railway bed is approximately 100 feet west of 

North Dakota Highway 18, yet the two R-O-W’s are immediately adjacent to each other.  This provides a 

comfortable distance from the highway, yet, it allows convenient access to the trail throughout the entire 

corridor.  This location would allow users to utilize sections of the trail, without having to navigate the 

entire 6-mile length.  Please see attached figures which indicate the location of the trail in relation to 

North Dakota highway 18, the towns of Hunter and Arthur, bridges, driveways, culverts and general layout 

of the surrounding area. 

 

Public Need/Project Benefit:  With the close proximity of the two communities (Hunter and Arthur), the 

location of their school (Northern Cass), and the opportunity of developing a non-motorized 

transportation corridor between Hunter and Arthur, this project has the following benefits:  1)  the project 

will preserve the BNSF corridor (including the Hunter bridge) which could be considered historically 

valuable, 2) the establishment of a dedicated non-motorized trail will encourage physical fitness and 

healthy lifestyles and 3) the project will create new opportunities for outdoor recreation.  This project will 

also move pedestrians off State Highway 18 (with the close proximity of Northern Cass Public School, high 

school activities such as Track will be able to utilize the dedicated improved route for training without 

putting the athletes in harm’s way that occurs when pedestrians and motorized highway traffic share the 

same roadway). 

 

The ability to utilize a grant funding source will greatly enhance the ability of these two communities to 

accomplish their dream of creating a trail corridor.  This grant in particular will provide funds so the three 

bridges along the route will be made safe, and future phases can be moved forward. 

 

Project Relationship to Bigger Plan:  As the 2013-2017 ND SCORP states, the Statewide Facility Priorities 

indicate the Primary Needs include Non-Motorized Trails (specifically in Region 5 where 58% of the 

households have interest in this type of project).  This area is outside of the Fargo Moorhead MPO so Cass 

County is the planning organization involved.  The Cass County Comprehensive Plan specifically lists 

encouragement of development in creating pedestrian friendly designs as an objective.  The Cass County 

Comprehensive plan also has an objective of using the corridor along the rivers as public greenways to 

allow for a future recreational trail system.  This objective could very easily be transferred to the 

preservation of abandoned railways to allow for a future recreational trail system. 

 

Environmental Impacts/Mitigation Plan:  The usage of the former BNSF Railway with bicycles, 

pedestrians and occasional equestrian traffic is a significant improvement to the corridor when relating 

to noise, odor and dust.  In fact, it is anticipated that there will be no impacts associated with these three 

items.  The attached STB Docket (as previously referenced) includes an Environmental Report on the 

abandonment and salvage operations of the railway corridor.   These abandonment and salvage 

operations were not intrusive to surface erosion, fish and wildlife populations, damage to wetlands, 

ecologically sensitive natural resources and/or historical/archeological remains (The following letters 

have been received, and state no further actions required for abandonment and salvage operations, and 

are attached as part of the attached STB Docket:  US Dept of Agriculture, NRCS;  US Fish & Wildlife Service, 

Ecological Services – ND Office;  North Dakota State Water Commission; US EPA;  ND State Historical 



Society).   The construction of Phase 1 and all subsequent phases of this project will remain completely 

within the existing railway bed and will not impact any adjoining lands or waters.  Of course, all local, 

county, state and federal agencies will be notified of any future work and plans and specifications will be 

submitted for review (and comment) by all involved. 

 

Landowner Impacts:  Adverse impacts to adjoining landowners include the possibility of trespassing by 

users of the trail system.  Users include mountain bikes, pedestrians and equestrian users.  Methods of 

mitigation for trespassing include installing (in future phases) dedicated parking/drop off sites, installation 

of trees/vegetation along the west side of the trail and installation educational kiosks along the trail.  This 

trail project will provide improved conditions for adjacent landowners by installation of trees/vegetation 

along their property lines and maintenance of the corridor right of way (i.e. mowing and noxious weed 

control). 

 

 

 










































































































































