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Trail Project Name:  Little Knfe River Trail  

Description of Proposed Project:  

Construct a trailhead facility and construct non-motorized and 

equestrian trails along the Little Knife River in Stanley, ND, adjacent 

to the Mountrail County Fairgrounds.  

Property Location Information  

Urban or Rural Development:  Rural  

Address Line 1:  61st Street  

Address Line 2:   

City:  Stanley  

County:  Mountrail  

State:  ND  

Zip Code:  58784  

Township: N  156.00  

Range: W  91.00  

Township Section:  33  

Length of New Trail:  0.30  

Length of Total Trail if Project is an 

Extenion:  
0.00  

General Funding and Property Information  

Total Cost:  20,035.00  

Fund Amount:  16,000.00  

Is this Project an Extension to an Existing Trail Project?   

Who Holds the Title to the Project Land?  



Mountrail County  

Estimated Start Date:  6/1/2014  

Estimated End Date:  7/31/2015  

Classification of Land:  

State Federal Local Private  

Check all of the uses the Project impacts:  

Walking/Hiking Bicycling Horseback Riding Cross-

Country Skiing 

In-line Skating Snowmobiling ATV Riding Off-road 

Motorcycling 

4x4 Trucking Other:   

Does the Project fall substantially within a federal highway right-of-

way?  No  

Federal Funding Sources  

 

Local Funding Sources  

Source Name  Amount  
 

Brosz Engineering  $1,760.00  
 

BSA Troop 357  $2,175.00  
 

Farmers Union Oil Company  $100.00  
 

 

 



LITTLE KNIFE RIVER TRAIL 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

This project will include construction of a trailhead facility and the beginning of approximately 0.3 miles 

of a new non-motorized multi-use trail along the Little Knife River reservoir adjacent to the Mountrail 

County Fairgrounds in Stanley, North Dakota.  The project is for new development of both a trailhead 

facility and 0.3 miles of new trail.  Primary purposes of the new trail will be for walking and hiking and 

for horseback riding, but will also be able to be used for bicycling and cross-country skiing. 

The project will consist of construction of the following components. 

• Approximately 150 feet of paved ADA accessible pathway from the Mountrail County 

Fairgrounds Parking Lot to the butterfly garden/sitting area. 

• Construction of a foot bridge across a ditch area adjacent to the parking lot. 

• Approximately 0.3 miles of equestrian/hiking trails in a loop along the Little Knife River 

reservoir. 

• Construction of a butterfly garden.  The butterfly garden will include flowers, shrubs, and trees 

bird and bat houses, and bird baths. 

• Installation of park benches and trash receptacles. 

• Installation of interpretive signs to describe the various flowers, shrubs, and trees that have 

been planted and the various species of butterflies and birds that it will attract. 

PROJECT GOALS 

We are in the middle of the “Oil Patch” in western North Dakota and outdoor recreation opportunities 

immediately in Stanley are very limited.  Amid the craziness and busyness of this area, we have a 

wonderful natural resource, the Little Knife River reservoir.  Driving over this water crossing on North 

Dakota Highway 8, during the spring and summer you will hear and see many beautiful songirds along 

the reeds and weeds.  In the summer and fall this reservoir is filled with ducks and other waterfowl. 

Currently this area along the Little Knife River is like a barren wasteland with no trees growing.  The 

goals of the project are to develop an area adjacent to the Mountrail County Fairgrounds where both 

users of the fairgrounds and the general public can enjoy a walk along the beautiful Little Knife River 

reservoir as well as being able to go horseback riding outdoors.   In addition, this project will transform a 

currently unused area into a park-like area which takes advantage of an attractive natural resource.  It 

will provide a place for outdoor public relaxation and recreation right in the City limits of Stanley. 

This project will enhance this natural resource and make it an enjoyable and attractive location for the 

public.  Flowers, shrubs, and trees will be planted that will provide habitat for many of the birds, 

including pheasants, sharp tailed grouse, hummingbirds, woodpeckers, and songbirds, plus many 

species of butterflies. 



There are many major functions at the fairgrounds where large groups of horse owners gather for 

events in the indoor and outdoor arenas.  This would provide the users with an opportunity to take their 

horses for a short ride outdoors on an adjacent trail. 

PROJECT COSTS 

Project costs are summarized herein: 

• 150 Feet of 8 feet wide by 2.5” thick asphalt pathway with 6” gravel base  $5,600 

• Foot Bridge          $4,500 

• Topsoil for Butterfly Garden        $300 

• Fencing           $600 

• Flowers, Trees, and Shrubs        $2,000 

• Bird Houses and Bat Houses        $435 

• Interpretive Signs (2)         $1,200 

• Benches with Concrete Slabs (3)        $2,400 

• Trash Receptacles (2)         $600 

• Supplies (Fertilizer, Seed, Silt Fence, Mulch)      $400 

• Skid Loader Rental for Equestrian Trail Construction     $2,000 

Materials that will need to be used for this project include: 

• 30 CY of Topsoil 

• 80 LF of Fencing, Including 1 Gate 

• Flowers, trees and shrubs 

• 4 bird houses 

• 2 bat houses 

• 1 bird bath 

• 6 posts for bird houses and bat houses 

• 2 interpretive signs 

• 3 park benches 

• 1.5 CY of concrete to construct (3) 4 feet by 7 feet by 4” thick concrete slabs for the park 

benches 

• 2 trash receptacles 

• 50 tons of gravel 

• 20 tons of Asphalt 

Supplies that will be needed include:  fertilizer, grass seed, silt fence, and mulch. 

 

EVIDENCE OF LOCAL SUPPORT 



The Mountrail County Fair Board met and approved of this project unanimously.  The project will be an 

Eagle Scout project by one of the Boy Scouts from Stanley Boy Scout Troop 357.  There is strong 

community support for this project. 

MATCHING FUNDS 

At this time we have written commitments or actual donations of the following. 

• Stanley Boy Scout Troop 357  Labor - 300 hours @ $7.25/hour  $2,175.00 

• Brosz Engineering   Professional Services - 16 hours @ $110/hour  

          $1,760.00 

• Farmer’s Union Oil Company  Cash Donation (Received Already) $100.00 

Total Match To Date        $4,035.00  

In addition, we are anticipating numerous donations to this project by area businesses and individuals, 

which will increase the match even further. 

 

PROJECT SPONSOR 

The sponsor of this project is the Mountrail County Fair Board. 

APPLICANT CAPABILITY 

We have an active Boy Scout Troop in Stanley that is dedicated to providing annual maintenance for this 

project, including watering and fertilizing the plants and trees, cleaning the pathway, and cleaning up 

any trash.  The 4-H group is also very active and meets right at the fairgrounds.  They will perform 

annual maintenance of the equestrian trail.  The project is located adjacent to the fair building, so it is 

very accessible and will be easy to organize volunteer efforts for maintenance. 

WRITTEN ASSURANCES 

The project is located on land that is always open for public use.  There are no restrictions for use of this 

trail.  A letter will be provided from the Mountrail County Fair Board that assures the project will be 

open for public use at all times. 

 



LITTLE KNIFE RIVER TRAIL 

EVALUATION CRITERIA 

 

SITE AND PROJECT QUALITY 

The trailhead and trail are located in a great spot, adjacent to where many horses are brought for 

activities at the Mountrail County Fairgrounds.  Therefore there should be a substantial amount of use 

of this trail.  It is also located along the Little Knife River reservoir, which provides a very scenic route for 

both equestrian users and those walking and hiking.  This trail will be able to be expanded in the future 

and extended to the west following the north edge of the reservoir to create over a mile of trail. 

The beginning of the trail will be a paved ADA accessible pathway down to the buttefly garden.  This will 

provide the ability for users of all abilities to enjoy the project. 

 

PUBLIC NEED FOR AND BENEFIT OF PROJECT 

The Little Knife River reservoir is a great natural resource right in the City limits of Stanley that attracts 

many songbirds, game birds, and waterfowl.  However, it is not very well used by the public even though 

it is close to the population center.  The reason for underutilization is primarily because of lack of a 

developed trail system and lack of a trailhead. 

The Mountrail County Fairgrounds have excellent facilities including an indoor arena and an outdoor 

arena.  However, there is no trail currently present.  This trail will be a tremendous benefit for those that 

bring their horses to the fairgrounds for different events and want to enjoy a horseback ride close to 

these facilities. 

If this project is funded, we would anticipate between 300 and 500 users per month during the summer 

and fall months and 25 to 50 users per month for cross country skiing during the winter. 

 

CONTEXT OF THE PROJECT IN A WIDER PLAN 

Currently there are no developed trail systems in Stanley and the surrounding area.  This will be the 

beginning of a future trail system that could extend along the Little Knife River reservoir and provide an 

in-town trail that could be a major local outdoor attraction. 

The North Dakota Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) lists non-motorized trails 

and open space parks as two of their three primary needs.  This project is located in Region 2 and non-

motorized trails and open space parks are also 2 of the 3 primary needs for Region 2.  Therefore, this 

project is compatible with the SCORP. 



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

The environmental impact will be minimal during construction of the project and will be beneficial 

following completion of the project.  A storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) will be prepared 

to mitigate any soil erosion and to implement sedimentation control.  Best management practices 

(BMPs) will be installed to protect the Little Knife River reservoir during construction.  There will be 

minimal noise, odors, dust and surface erosion because most of the construction will be done by hand 

and the trail will be constructed outside of any wetlands. 

 

ADJOINING LANDOWNERS 

Adjoining landowners are all local or state public agencies.  This includes North Dakota DOT to the east 

(ND Highway 8), Mountrail County to the west and north, and the City of Stanley further to the west.  In 

addition, the Little Knife River reservoir is located to the south.  Therefore the project will provide a 

public outdoor recreation facility to benefit the entire public that is served by these public agencies. 

 











Stanley Butterfly Gardens 
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Micah J. Ebsch, BSA Troop 1357, Stanley, North Dakota 

 

Page 1 of 3 



Stanley Butterfly Gardens 

Preliminary Photos – July 8, 2013 

Eagle Scout Service Project 

Micah J. Ebsch, BSA Troop 1357, Stanley, North Dakota 

 

Page 2 of 3 



Stanley Butterfly Gardens 

Preliminary Photos – July 8, 2013 

Eagle Scout Service Project 

Micah J. Ebsch, BSA Troop 1357, Stanley, North Dakota 

 

Page 3 of 3 

 














