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Trail Project Name:  Maah Daah Hey 2014  

Description of Proposed Project:  

A. Maah Daah Hey Trail Southern Extension Surfacing The project is a 

continuation of construction of the southern 45-miles of the Maah Daah 

Hey Trail in Billings and Slope Counties. This project continues where 

the 2013 project leaves off of the Maah Daah Hey National Recreation 

Trail. The trail would be excavated and cleared where needed, and 

surfaced with approximately 6” of compacted crushed aggregate at a 

width of approximately 24” where needed. Where excavation and 

surfacing is not needed, the trail will be mowed. Waterbars would be 

constructed in the trail to promote drainage. The attached map shows, 

in red, the trail segments that would be worked on with this grant. 

Approximately 4.6 miles of trail would be completed, from about three 

miles south of Bear Creek Trailhead to 2000 feet west of Toms Wash 

Trailhead and from Toms Wash Trailhead east for one mile. B. Trail 

Mowers Part B would be to purchase 2 x 20HP Pro-XL, Self-Propelled 

Electric-Start DR trail mowers with a 30-inch cut. These would only be 

used on Forest Service trails. Many miles of our trail system are 

maintained simply by mowing them with a trail mower. The mowing is 

done by Forest Service employees and volunteers. Mowing the trails 



allows trail users an easy to follow path and helps keep them on the 

trail. C. Maah Daah Hey Trail Reroute Part C would construct a 

reroute of a little over a half mile around a natural gas pipeline. This 

reroute provides trail users a safe route around the pipeline. Also, it 

provides a more scenic route and a better designed section of trail. The 

reroute would consist of new construction, clearing trees, installing 

posts, and mowing. D. Maah Daah Hey, Long X, and Bennett Trail 

Reconstruction Part D would reconstruct: miles 75-80 of the Maah 

Daah Hey Trail, 4.5 miles of the Long X Trail, and all 3 miles of the 

Bennett Trail. Miles 75-80 of the Maah Daah Hey and the Bennett Trail 

form a loop with the Cottonwood Trail that was reconstructed last fall. 

This whole area was damaged by the exceptionally wet spring in 2011 

and damaged further by heavy rains the last couple years. 

Reconstruction would be accomplished by a contractor operated mini 

excavator. Currently many areas of these three trails are difficult to 

traverse because of the damage. Since this is restoration of an existing 

trail, NEPA has already been completed.  

Property Location Information  

Urban or Rural Development:  Rural  

Address Line 1:  Toms Wash Trailhead  

Address Line 2:  Little Missouri National 

Grassland  

City:  Medora  

County:  Billings  

State:  ND  

Zip Code:  58645  

Township: N  137.00  

Range: W  101.00  

Township Section:  19  

Length of New Trail:  4.60  

Length of Total Trail if Project is an 

Extenion:  
45.00  

General Funding and Property Information  

Total Cost:  157,630.00  

Fund Amount:  126,104.00  

Is this Project an Extension to an Existing Trail Project?   

Who Holds the Title to the Project Land?  

U.S. Forest Service is the sole landowner.  



Estimated Start Date:  6/1/2014  

Estimated End Date:  12/31/2015  

Classification of Land:  

State Federal Local Private  

Check all of the uses the Project impacts:  

Walking/Hiking Bicycling Horseback Riding Cross-

Country Skiing 

In-line Skating Snowmobiling ATV Riding Off-road 

Motorcycling 

4x4 Trucking Other:   

Does the Project fall substantially within a federal highway right-of-

way?  No  

Federal Funding Sources  

Source Name  Amount  
 

Federal allocation for trail construction 

(CMTL)  
$23,645.00  

 

 

Local Funding Sources  

Source Name  Amount  
 

Volunteer labor value  $7,881.00  
 

 

 



2014 LITTLE MISSOURI NATIONAL GRASSLAND EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 
A.  Site and Project Quality 

 The Little Missouri National Grassland provides the highest quality outdoor recreation 
opportunities in North Dakota.  The Forest Service strives to design and construct trails that blend 
with the natural environment and enable the public to enjoy more of the Grasslands.  The trails are 
intended for non-motorized use and are designed and constructed to meet Forest Service 
standards for safety and federal accessibility guidelines while minimizing conflicts between users. 
 

B.  Public Need and Benefit 
This project is an extension of a trail project previously funded with RTP funds.  Without annual 
RTP funding this trail would not be completed.  This trail provides a safe way for people to enjoy 
and access public lands.  A well-maintained trail system is needed to meet the growing demand for 
trail activities in North Dakota; the national exposure garnered by the Maah Daah Hey trail, 
particularly as a premier mountain bike trail, brings local area residents and out-of-state visitors 
alike to the Grasslands and nearby communities.  New and existing businesses realize income 
from trail users, providing economic stimulus and an opportunity for growth.  The associated 
trails, trailhead facilities, and camping facilities compliment the MDHT and encourage users to 
remain in the area to enjoy more of what North Dakota has to offer. 

 
C.  The Wider Plan 

The Maah Daah Hey Trail and associated trails provide challenging recreation opportunities 
throughout the Badlands.  “Providing non-motorized and motorized trails for a wide variety of 
uses and experiences” is a goal of the Dakota Prairie Grasslands’ Land & Resource Management 
Plan (Chapter 1).  One of the three primary needs identified in the State Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan (2013 – 2017) is to provide Non-Motorized Trails in the state of North Dakota.  
This project contributes to the goal of improving the capability of the nation’s forests and 
grasslands to provide diverse, high-quality outdoor recreation opportunities by continuing to 
develop the Maah Daah Hey Trail as the mainline trail for the Little Missouri National Grassland, 
from which loops, interpretive trails, and trail extensions will be built.  The Cottonwood and 
Bennett trails provide one such loop.     

 
 D.  Environmental Impacts 

This project meets all environmental requirements of the USDA Forest Service including National 
Environmental Policy Act, Endangered Species Act, and the National Historic Preservation Act.  
Implementation of this project will help limit erosion and impacts to other grassland resources.  
The Environmental Assessment for the MDHT southern extension was completed in 2007.   
 

E.   Impact on adjoining landowners 
A well designed and constructed trail will make traveling safer for the recreation trail user in all 
conditions.  Local ranchers and adjacent landowners are sometimes the first point of contact in 
the event of injury, breakdown, or being lost in the badlands.  An improved trail system with 
proper construction, signing, and information will reduce the impact on adjoining landowners, 
increase trail safety, and enhance recreation opportunities for persons of all ages and abilities 
who  visit the area.  The development of trailhead and campground facilities of National Forest 
System land, in association with trail construction, provides additional support for the trail users 
by providing parking, access, landmarks, restrooms, water, and camping areas, which may also 
reduce impacts on adjoining landowners. 



2014 LITTLE MISSOURI NATIONAL GRASSLAND REQUIREMENTS 
 
1.  Project Description 

 
A. Maah Daah Hey Trail Southern Extension Surfacing 
 
The project is a continuation of construction of the southern 45-miles of the Maah Daah Hey Trail 
in Billings and Slope Counties. 
 
This project continues where the 2013 project leaves off of the Maah Daah Hey National 
Recreation Trail.  The trail would be excavated and cleared where needed, and surfaced with 
approximately 6” of compacted crushed aggregate at a width of approximately 24” where needed.  
Where excavation and surfacing is not needed, the trail will be mowed.  Waterbars would be 
constructed in the trail to promote drainage.  The attached map shows, in red, the trail segments 
that would be worked on with this grant.  Approximately 4.6 miles of trail would be completed, 
from about three miles south of Bear Creek Trailhead to 2000 feet west of Toms Wash Trailhead 
and from Toms Wash Trailhead east for one mile. 

 
B. Trail Mowers 
 
Part B would be to purchase 2 x 20HP Pro-XL, Self-Propelled Electric-Start DR trail mowers with 
a 30-inch cut.  These would only be used on Forest Service trails.  Many miles of our trail system 
are maintained simply by mowing them with a trail mower.  The mowing is done by Forest Service 
employees and volunteers.  Mowing the trails allows trail users an easy to follow path and helps 
keep them on the trail. 
 
C. Maah Daah Hey Trail Reroute 
 
Part C would construct a reroute of a little over a half mile around a natural gas pipeline.  This 
reroute provides trail users a safe route around the pipeline.  Also, it provides a more scenic route 
and a better designed section of trail.  The reroute would consist of new construction, clearing 
trees, installing posts, and mowing. 
 
D. Maah Daah Hey, Long X, and Bennett Trail Reconstruction 
 
Part D would reconstruct: miles 75-80 of the Maah Daah Hey Trail, 4.5 miles of the Long X Trail, 
and all 3 miles of the Bennett Trail.  Miles 75-80 of the Maah Daah Hey and the Bennett Trail form 
a loop with the Cottonwood Trail that was reconstructed last fall.  This whole area was damaged by 
the exceptionally wet spring in 2011 and damaged further by heavy rains the last couple years.  
Reconstruction would be accomplished by a contractor operated mini excavator.  Currently many 
areas of these three trails are difficult to traverse because of the damage.  Since this is restoration 
of an existing trail, NEPA has already been completed. 

 
 
2.  Goals 
 

The goal of the Maah Daah Hey trail is to provide non-motorized recreation access to the Little 
Missouri Badlands, and to enhance recreation experiences through a developed and well-
maintained trail system.  The trail provides hiking, biking, and horseback riding opportunities 
through the Badlands. 
 



The goal of surfacing the trail is to construct a firm, solid surface that offers stability to the soil, 
protects the resources, and stands up to horse, bike, and foot traffic. 
 
Purchasing trail mowers will help keep a maintained trail.  A mowed trail makes hiking and biking 
easier along with making the trail more identifiable to all users. 
 
The trail reroute will provide users with a safer, scenic, and better designed route to follow.  The 
previous route followed an old pipeline trench down the center of a valley.  Last fall a new natural 
gas pipeline was laid down this pipeline corridor.  The new route will stay up on the midslope of 
the ridge. 
 
The trail reconstruction will open up sections of trail that have been difficult to traverse since 2011.    
Currently trail users are having difficulty using these sections of trail because of multiple slides 
and sections where the trail bench has washed away.  A mini excavator will bring the trail back to 
standard, which is ideal for trail users. 

 

 

3.  Costs associated with these projects 
 
 
A.  Maah Daah Hey Trail Southern Extension Surfacing 

 
4.6 miles of surfacing 120,315 
TOTAL PART A COST $120,315 
 

 
B.  Trail Mowers 

 
Trail Mower 4,000 
Trail Mower 4,000 
TOTAL PART B COST $8,000 
 
 
C.  Maah Daah Hey Trail Reroute 
 
Construction 3,915 
Clearing, posts, and mowing 2,418 
TOTAL PART C COST $6,333 
 
 
D.  Maah Daah Hey, Long X, and Bennett Trail Reconstruction 

 
12 miles of trail reconstruction 22,982 
TOTAL PART D COST $22,982 
 
 
TOTAL COST OF PROJECT $157,630 
 
TOTAL RTP FUNDS REQUEST $126,104 
 

 

 



LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS 

Maah Daah Hey Trail Southern Extension Surfacing T137N  R101W  Sec. 18 
 T137N  R101W  Sec. 19 
 T137N  R102W  Sec. 11 
 T137N  R102W  Sec. 12 
 T137N  R102W  Sec. 13 
 T137N  R102W  Sec. 24 
 
Maah Daah Hey Trail Reroute T144N  R101W  Sec. 17 
 T144N  R101W  Sec. 18 
 
Maah Daah Hey, Long X, and Bennett Trail Reconstruction   
  T146N  R99W  Sec. 6 
  T146N  R100W  Sec. 1 
  T146N  R100W  Sec. 2 
  T146N  R100W  Sec. 11 
  T146N  R100W  Sec. 13 
  T146N  R100W  Sec. 14 
  T146N  R100W  Sec. 24 
  T146N  R100W  Sec. 25 
  T147N  R99W  Sec. 3 
  T147N  R99W  Sec. 4 
  T147N  R99W  Sec. 8 
  T147N  R99W  Sec. 9 
 
 
4.  Evidence of local support 

North Dakota Parks & Recreation Department, North Dakota Tourism, Maah Daah Hey Trail 
Association are actively participating with the Forest Service to prepare the Grand Opening 
Celebration for this trail (scheduled for June 7, 2014).  One major race/event was held in 2013; the 
Maah Daah Hey 100.  Groups, individuals, and companies are lining up to provide more events 
and opportunities on this trail system as it expands.  There are at least 4 planned races/events for 
2014 with a possibility of more being added. 

 
5.  Matching funds 

15% ($23,645) – USDA Forest Service appropriated trails funds 
5% ($7,881) – Maah Daah Hey Trail Association and other volunteer labor 
 

6.  Project Sponsor 
The project sponsor is the USDA Forest Service, Dakota Prairie Grasslands. 

 
7.  Capability 

The Forest Service manages the largest trail system in the world.  The Forest Service has the 
expertise and commitment available to assist the Dakota Prairie Grasslands in constructing and 
maintaining its growing trail system.  Locally, the Forest Service has constructed and improved 
non-motorized trail since 1994, steadily adding to the quantity and quality of the trail availability 
and expertise.  RTP has been a large supporter of this program development. 

 
8.  Assurances 

The state of North Dakota holds the assurances from private landowners as well as from the State 
Land Board for portions of the trail not on federal land.  There are no projects in this project 
submittal that are on land owned and managed by the USDA Forest Service. 
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