


























 

Snowmobile North Dakota Trail Program 

Equipment Project 2016 

 

The Snowmobile North Dakota Trail Program’s mission is to be the leader in providing safe and 

effective snowmobile opportunities in North Dakota.  The state organization is composed of over 

2,000 members.  Together these members make up 37 clubs and 14 trail associations in North 

Dakota.  The Snowmobile North Dakota Trail Program (SNDTP) is contracted by the North Dakota 

Parks and Recreation Department to manage the states trail system which consists of 2,800 miles of 

marked and groomed trails.  The snowmobile trails are established by the members from around the 

state that volunteer time and efforts in preparing the trails each season.  On average each club 

donates over 772 hours annually to the state snowmobile trails. 

 

1.  Project Description:  SNDTP is seeking to enhance the state snowmobile trails by updating 

equipment in the program.  The snowmobile trail programs goals is to provide more efficient 

grooming equipment and trail signs to help identify the snowmobile trail corridor.   

 

As you review this grant please remember the number of registered snowmobiles is considered in 

the Recreational Trail Program grant funding.  At the close of the 2011-2013 biennium, there were 

over 14,500 registered snowmobiles in the state of North Dakota. Snowmobiles have been 

supporting this program for several years and helped provide numerous motorized, non-motorized, 

and multi-use trails in the state of North Dakota.  Snowmobiling is a major component in North 

Dakota’s outdoor recreation opportunities. 

 

Project Includes 2 Tiers Totaling $152,500:  There are two tiers to the grant.  Each tier provides a 

necessity to the snowmobile trail program.  The tiers help the program by becoming more efficient 

and assuring a safe and fun experience for snowmobilers.  The tiers are listed in order of most to 

least important.  The total estimated project cost of all two tiers is $152,500. 

 

Tier 1 – Groomer Update - Project Cost $134,395: 

One of the contract obligations is to manage the fleet of state owned groomers. The groomers pull 

the implements (drags) that establish snowmobile trails providing a smooth surface for the users.  In 

2012, the snowmobile trail program conducted an Equipment Field Test to determine specifications 

for future groomer purchases.  The field test results supported the existing procurement 

specifications for the state snowmobile trail program.  The equipment is environmentally friendly 

meeting Tier IV standards for fuel consumption, emissions, efficiency and are equipped with rubber 

tracks which provide flotation over the snow without causing damage to the trail.   

 

SNDTP manages the fleet of state snowmobile trail equipment.  Maintenance and annual 

inspections are conducted to determine the condition of each machine in the fleet.  The program 

also tracks the hours, miles and repairs needed for each machine annually.   The focus of the 

equipment plan is to update a piece of equipment that no longer meets the needs of the program.  

The goal is to provide trail systems with fuel efficient, low maintenance and environmentally 

friendly equipment.  These machines are in need of being updated to meet the current equipment 

specifications selected from the 2012 Equipment Field Test.  The long tracks have proven to 



provide more floatation over the snow requiring less fuel to establish the trails; which is an 

efficiency goal of the snowmobile program. 

 

The goal of the equipment plan is to update older machines with high hours, to prevent costly 

repairs and improve fuel and time efficiency.  The grooming manufacturers are required to meet the 

same emissions as vehicles that run cleanlier and more efficiently.  The new machines will also 

extend the years of service for the equipment program.  Each year the new enhancements made by 

the manufacture provide added value to the snowmobile trails by creating more efficient equipment 

to establish the trails.  The estimated cost of this project is $134,500. 

 

SNDTP must adhere to all of North Dakota’s procurement guidelines per the contract with North 

Dakota Parks and Recreation. All required paperwork is submitted to North Dakota Parks and 

Recreation for review and final approval before purchases are made.  In accordance to procurement 

guidelines, the snowmobile trail program trades in used equipment to offset costs of purchasing new 

equipment.  This allows the snowmobile program to manage funds appropriately; so the state trail 

system has adequate equipment and funding to manage the state snowmobile trails. 

 

 

Tier 2 – Trail Signage and Poles – Project Cost $18,000: 

This tier will provide the snowmobile trail program with sign materials to establish safe and fun 

snowmobile trails for the snowmobile enthusiasts.  In 2013, the United States Forest Service 

(USFS) and the International Association for Snowmobile Administrators (IASA) adopted new 

signing requirements nationally and internationally.  At a minimum it costs $100 to sign one mile of 

trail.  This portion of the grant will help secure the new signs and poles needed to replace materials 

for the changes.  If there is enough funding leftover, the program would also like to utilize these 

funds to update and purchase the trailhead signs for each trail system.  The estimated cost of this 

portion of the project is $18,000.   

 

2.  Defined Goals:   

Tier 1: 

This update is a part of SNDTP’s equipment plan trading in a less efficient machine for a new 

machine meeting the current emissions standards.  This also extends the years of service for the 

equipment program.  The snowmobile users and the volunteers who help establish the snowmobile 

trail system will benefit from this project. 

 

Tier 2: 

The new signs will be used to continue providing adequate signage on the 2,800 miles of 

snowmobile trail in North Dakota welcoming snowmobilers from in-state and out-of-state to enjoy 

the outdoors. 

 

3.  Costs:  There are no additional costs to any tier of this project. 

 

4.  Support:  The volunteers which establish and construct the snowmobile trail systems show their 

continued support through their hard work and volunteerism.  Each year these volunteers grub the 

snowmobile trails and prepare them for the upcoming snowmobile season.  They also spend 



countless hours setting up trail signs in order to develop a safe snowmobile trail for all 

snowmobilers to enjoy.   

 

5.  20% Match:  The 20% match will be taken from the state snowmobile trail fund which has 

sufficient funding for the match. 

 

6.  Sponsor:  This project will be managed by SNDTP.  SNDTP is contracted by the North Dakota 

Parks and Recreation Department to manage the snowmobile trails in North Dakota.  These tasks 

include securing land leases, purchasing equipment, and providing a fun and safe snowmobile trail 

system for snowmobile users. 

 

7.  Capability:  An equipment plan has been developed to monitor the life of the grooming 

equipment.  The plan reflects age and repairs needed to keep the equipment in working condition.  

SNDTP will carry out this project based on the equipment plan.  The Board of Directors of the 

organization will place the equipment according to the equipment plan and need of the trail systems. 

 

8.  Written Assurances:  Snowmobile North Dakota and its volunteers have secured land leases for 

all of the snowmobile trail systems. 

 

Evaluation Criterion 
 

A.  Site and project quality:  Snowmobile users are the intended user group for this project.  The 

trail systems which will receive the equipment have been established and constructed by the local 

trail associations and volunteers since the late 80’s.   

 

B.  Public need & benefit:  This project will enhance trail safety and provide more efficient 

equipment to help establish the snowmobile trails.  Thousands of snowmobilers from in-state and its 

bordering neighbors operate their snowmobiles on the state trail systems throughout the entire 

season.   

 

C.  Context of project:  This project will help establish the snowmobile trails in a more safe, 

timely and efficient manner.  This is in accordance with other outdoor recreation facilities because 

the number one goal is to provide the users with a safe trail system.   

 

D.  Environmental Impact:  The equipment is more environmentally friendly because of the 

rubber tracks.  The rubber tracks do not damage the terrain which it is crossing like the steel cleated 

tracks on the other machines.  The rubber tracks are softer and light weight unlike the steel cleated 

tracks. 

 

E.  Impact on landowners:  The new machines will benefit the landowners because of the rubber 

tracks.   

 

Additional Information 

Should additional motorized recreation grants be submitted, SNDTP is willing to adjust the grant 

amount.  The SNDTP understands the importance of motorized recreation grant applications outside 



of snowmobiling.  The organization is willing to work with all motorized recreation applicants and 

share the funding that is available. 
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Trail Information www.snowmobilend.org
Resident Registration www.dot.nd.gov

Non-Resident Registration www.parkrec.nd.gov
Safety Education www.ridesafe.nd.gov

FOR MORE INFORMATION

RIDING OPPORTUNITIES AND RESTRICTIONS
The snowmobile trails represented on this map are for snowmobile use only. Trail 
systems are open for snowmobile use from December 1st through April 1st. Trails 
are groomed between these dates subject to adequate snow conditions.

If you snowmobile in areas that are not signed as designated trails, you do so at 
your own risk. Portions of the trail system run on private land leased for public 
snowmobile use. Off-trail riding in these areas is not allowed without landowner 
permission.

Snowmobile registrations fund trail maintenance costs throughout North Dakota. 
Snowmobile North Dakota is under contract to manage the state snowmobile trail 
program for the North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department.

EAST CENTRAL REGION
CENTRAL REGION

NORTHEAST CENTRAL REGION

SOUTH CENTRAL REGION SOUTHEAST REGION

Trail System Miles Trails Included
Sno-Trails 375.8 Burlington, Deering, Deering East, Foxholm, Glenburn, 

Granville, Kramer, Minot, Surrey, Surrey South, Towner, 
Velva

Peace Garden 177 1, 1a, 1b, 2, 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, 3, 4, 4a, 4b, 5, 7, 7a, 7b, 8, 9
North Central 214.4 Rush Lake, Red Lake, Sand Slough, Jordan Lake, Midway 

Lake, Gun Lake, NC Trail 1, NC Trail 2, NC Trail 3
Lake Region 228 Trail 1, Trail 2, Trail 3, Trail 4, Trail 5, Trail 6

Northeast 423 Border, Moonlighter Gorge, Nekoma Trailblazers, Gorge 
Bypass, Tetrault Woods, NESCA, Tri-County, Cruisers, Par 
Site, Sandhills, Neche, Pembina, Cavalier

Red River North 144.7 Trail CR, Trail 9, Trail CR 11, Trail 12, Trail 15, Trail 17, Trail 
18, Trail 29, Trail 66, Trail 81 North, Trail 81 South

Red River South 195 West Loop, East Loop, Alberta Clipper, Reynolds, Turtle
Mayville-Portland 74 Mayville-Portland

Cattail 104 West, East
East Central Valley 196.5 Fargo East, Fargo West, Rural Cass South, Rural Cass North
Southern Valley 136 Trail 1, Trail 1a, Trail 2, Trail 2a, Trail 3, Trail 3a
Sargent County 88 Trail A, Trail B
Sheyenne Valley 285.9 J-1, J-2, J-3, V-1, V-2, V-3, V-4, V-5, V-6, L-1, L-2, L-3, L-4, 

O-1, O-2, M-1, M-2
Missouri Valley 135.8 Wilton, Sterling, Menoken, Lincoln, Moffit, River, Hague 

ND SNOWMOBILE LAWS
Age Requirements (NDCC 39-24-09.1)  
Youth operators must be at least 12 years old and possess a valid driver’s license 
or have completed a snowmobile safety training course from the Parks and 
Recreation Department. However, there is no age or license requirement for youth 
operators riding on private land owned by the operator’s parent or guardian. For 
more information on how to obtain a snowmobile safety certificate please contact 
the North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department.
 
Registration Requirements (NDCC 39-24-03)
 

 

Liability Insurance Requirement (NDCC 39-24-09.11)  
A person may not operate a snowmobile on any state snowmobile trails without 
liability insurance. The liability insurance insures the snowmobile owner named 
on the policy and any operator of that snowmobile, with permission of the owner. 
Upon request of a law enforcement officer, a person operating a snowmobile shall 
provide proof of liability insurance to that officer within 20 days.
 
Helmet Requirements (NDCC 39-24-09)
No person under the age of 18 years may operate, ride, or otherwise be propelled 
on a snowmobile unless the person wears a safety helmet meeting United States 
Department of Transportation standards.
 
Speed Limit Requirements (NDCC 39-24-09) 
At a reasonable and proper rate of speed in relation to all surrounding 
circumstances and not exceeding the posted speed limit of the associated roadway. 
(NDCC 39-09-02)
 
Trespassing (NDCC 39-24-09) 
No person shall operate a snowmobile upon private land without permission from 
the owner or lessee of the land. Doing so may cause loss of access to trails crossing 
private lands, so please respect private property to ensure the vitality of the state 
snowmobile trail system.

NOTICE
Trails may change following the printing of this map. Please consult Snowmobile 
North Dakota’s website www.snowmobilend.org. No responsibility or liability is 
accepted by the publisher or Snowmobile North Dakota for any discrepancies, 
errors, or omission which may appear on the map, nor for actual conditions at any 
time of the trails.
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SNOWMOBILE TRAILS
North Dakota

Resident Riders: The registration fee for resident snowmobiles is $40. 
This fee includes $5 for registration and a $35 trail tax which is used for the 
state trail system. Register online by visiting North Dakota’s Department of 
Transportation (DOT) website or a local DOT office.

Out-of-State Riders: If a snowmobile is exempt from registration because 
the snowmobile is registered in a foreign country or another state and is 
temporarily used in North Dakota, the owner is required to purchase an 
out-of-state riders permit. Permits are available for a $15/year fee. For more 
information on how to obtain an out-of-state riders permit please contact 
the North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department.

Collector Snowmobiles: A snowmobile that is 25 years old or older. 
The director may issue a special permit to a person to operate in a parade, 
organized group outings including races, rallies, or other promotional 
events, and for up to ten days each year for personal transportation. The 
director may impose a reasonable restriction of a permittee and may 
revoke, amend, suspend or modify a permit for cause. The permits are free 
of charge. For more information on how to obtain a collectors snowmobile 
permit please contact the North Dakota Department of Transportation.

SLOW DOWN
WHEN 

RIDING 
WITH KIDS

KEEP THEM SAFE.
MAKE IT FUN.

www.snowmobilers.org

This message brought to you 

by the American Council of 

Snowmobile Associations

SLOW 
DOWN 

AT 
NIGHT

EXPECT THE 
UNEXPECTED

www.snowmobilers.org

This message brought to you 

by the American Council of 

Snowmobile Associations

HAVE FUN 
ON YOUR 

RUN

BUT DON’T 
DRINK ‘TIL 

YOU’RE DONE

www.snowmobilers.org

This message brought to you 

by the American Council of 

Snowmobile Associations

RIDE SAFE IN       
THE DITCH

WATCH FOR                      
CULVERTS AND TRAFFIC

www.snowmobilers.org
This message brought to you by the American Council of Snowmobile Associations



CENTRAL REGION

SOUTH CENTRAL REGION

EAST CENTRAL REGION

SOUTHEAST REGION

NORTHEAST CENTRAL REGION

WORKING TOGETHER TO MAKE NORTH DAKOTA A 
GREAT PLACE TO RIDE


