The following minutes have not been approved. They are in draft only. Following the next meeting of the Little Missouri Scenic River Commission, approved minutes will be published.  
Little Missouri Scenic River Commission Meeting
September 10, 2024
Cowboy Hall of Fame – Medora, ND

FINAL

Chair Joe Schettler called the meeting to order at 2:05 pm MDT and asked committee members to introduce themselves.
Committee members in attendance were:
Joe Schettler – Dunn County
Pam Hestekin – Bowman County
Mike Sonsalla – Slope County
Nick Lonski – McKenzie County attended virtually
George Weinreis – Golden Valley County
Paul Taylor – Deputy Director, ND Parks and Recreation Department
John Paczkowski – Chief Engineer, ND Department of Water Resources attended virtually
Karl Rockeman – Water Quality
Audrey Kroll – Recording Secretary
Absent: John Hild, Billings County
Attendees in person signed in at the door.
Attendee online: Chad Orn – NDDOT

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes:
Chair Schettler called for approval of the agenda and entertained a motion to accept the agenda as presented.
Motion to approve the agenda as printed was made by Pam Hestekin. Second by Mike Sonsalla. Motion Carried
Chair Schettler called for approval of the 2023 Little Missouri Scenic River Commission meeting minutes and entertained a motion to accept the minutes as presented.
Motion to approve the minutes from the 2023 Little Missouri Scenic River Commission meeting as presented was made by Mike Sonsalla. Second by George Weinreis. Motion Carried. 

Election of officers:
Chair Schettler asked for nominations for the position of chair. Mike Sonsalla nominated George Weinress. George declined stating this may be his last year on the committee. Pam Hestekin made a motion to cast a unanimous ballot for Joe Schettler. Second by Mike Sonsalla. No additional nominations were presented. Joe Schettler was elected Chair by unanimous ballot.
Chair Schettler asked for nominations for the position of vice chair. Pam Hestekin nominate Nick Lonski for the position of vice chair. Second by George Weinreis. No other nominations were presented. Motion carried. Nick Lonski will serve as vice chair.

Reports:
North Dakota Department of Water Resources
Bryce Clausen, Hydrologist provided an update from the Dept of Water Resources. Data from this past year indicate that the Little Missouri basin area is in the moderate to abnormally dry category. Northeast region is approximately 2 inches behind in precipitation, southwestern about 6 inches behind. The drought data runs October 1, 2023 to September 2024. 
Climate conditions and streamflow were reviewed from Marmarth, Medora, and Watford City gages. The Watford City location flows had triggered an industrial water use minimum flow condition of 30 cfs  which was in effect in July although flows are back up above it now. 
In 2023, the State Water Commission authorized funding for new USGS gaging station on the Little Missouri River at Highway.
 22 bridge north of Killdeer. It is not yet active because of the challenges in installing at that location. 
PRESENS sites: There are 3 surface water sites on the Little Missouri River, 20 observation well sites, 5 additional precipitation sites from last year. The Dept of Water Resources is always looking for more sites to add. Looking for undisturbed sites away from irrigation. The landowner has no responsibility. Water Resources would maintain the device. The precipitation measuring site network has grown more on southeastern and northwestern quadrants of state. 
Water use – based on calendar year. Only about 1 percent of the total water flowing past Long X Bridge was diverted for use. Last year over 300,000 acre feet of water flowed past the Long X Bridge. 
Ground water wells being monitored, are not all at the same depth depending on what aquifer they are in. This water level data is used to monitor the existing draw of aquifer water to determine if the source is sustainable. Over the years, it appears the aquifers are fairly steady. The Spars Hills wells do show some decline in water levels – it is an artesian aquifer. 
Karl has hard copies of the Water Quality report. He will send out an electronic version after the meeting.

North Dakota DOT
Chad Orn provided an update on. The project for Pacific Ave through Medora from West I94 to East I94.  The Pacific Avenue Bridge widening was bid separately earlier this year, however after 2 bid releases with no bids received, the project was rebid with the roadway and streetscape work included. Three bids were received with costs between $4 million and $10 million over the engineer’s estimate. The bid will be awarded this week.  
Most work will begin spring of 2025. The bridge may be started in 2024 depending on the ability of the contractor to mobilize and weather. Highlights include pedestrian bulb-outs, medians, approach relocations, expanded parking and widening on the west side, south pedestrian crossing and sidewalk, bridge widening including anew bridge deck and railings, a roundabout for the intersection with Chateau Rd, lighting, welcome signage, and landscaping. The bridge will be widened to allow for 3 lanes.  Construction in the city section will be done outside of Memorial Day to Labor Day. 
DOT is working with Billings County to upgrade, widen, and looking at alternatives for flattening the grade of Chateau Road to the Chateau and the musical amphitheater complex. A consultant has been hired for the Chateau Road section to survey wetlands, cultural, preliminary engineering, geotechnical, etc. and complete NEPA work.
North Dakota Parks and Recreation
Paul Taylor provided an update on NDPRD’s initiatives in the Little Missouri River area, specifically with  Sully Creek and Little Missouri State Parks. Sully Creek is the busiest park in our system and a design has been developed to rationalize the layout and the number of camping sites available. The project is out to bid as of last week with bids due in October. If a suitable bid is tendered and a contract executed, Sully Creek State Park will nearly double the number of campsites, although the footprint of the park will remain the same.  
Little Missouri State Park is busy weekends and holidays but not so much during weekdays or non-holiday weekends. It does offer up to 45 miles of trails and 35 campsites. Plans for this park include constructing an updated ranger seasonal cabin, rerouting and maintaining trails. , There is ongoing coordination with MHA Nation’s Park & Reserve with respect to planning and development of the new Tribal Park located to the north and northwest of Little Missouri State Park. In 2025-2027 reconstruction of the maintenance shed and access road sections are anticipated.
State Historical Society
Chris updated the commission on the Medora properties under the purview of the State Historical Society including the Chateau De Mores and associated sites. The Historical Society has undertaken a planning study to upgrade the visitor experience at the Chateau, the Chimney Park and De Mores Memorial Park sites. He provided background information on the sites. They have identified a need for completing interior and exterior improvements of the Chateau to enable year-round operations; launch tools for self-guided tours; expand the interpretive center to include food service; replicate the Chateau care takers cottage for small scale lodging and potentially add a gallery on the history of hunting and conservation of the area. 
De Mores Park updates are planned to increase use of the park to include updated utilities, installation of lighting, trees, a restroom and water source.  Chimney Park initiatives include the potential development of multi-use facilities that could both better communicate the history of the site while improving visitor experience and providing revenue generating opportunities.
Improvements to the River bottom area which is in a flood plain, including an expanded walking/hiking/and biking trails along the Little Missouri River to include historical and digital information along trails, establish Little Missouri River access opportunities in Chimney Park. 
Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library – no update
Next meeting date – September 9, 2025 at 2:00pm MDT
There were no comments from commission members.
Term limits expiring in October are the representatives from Billings and McKenzie Counties. Audrey will send letters to the counites to request representation. 
Comments from Public: 
Please look into a live stream of the next meeting. 
Chair Schettler entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Motion to adjourn was made by George Weinreis. Second by Mike Sonsalla. Motion Carried
Meeting adjourned at 4:34 MDT


