The following minutes have not been approved. They are in draft only. Following the next meeting of the Little Missouri Scenic River Commission, approved minutes will be published.   
Little Missouri Scenic River Commission Meeting 
September 9, 2025 
Cowboy Hall of Fame – Medora, ND 
 
DRAFT MINUTES 
 
Chair Joe Schettler called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm MDT and asked committee members to introduce themselves.
Committee members in attendance were:
· Joe Schettler – Dunn County
· Pam Hestekin – Bowman County 
· Mike Sonsalla – Slope County
· George Weinreis – Golden Valley County
· Paul Taylor – Deputy Director, ND Parks and Recreation Department
· Karl Rockeman – Water Quality
· Audrey Kroll – Recording Secretary
Absent:
· John Hild – Billings County
· Nick Lonski – McKenzie County

Attendees in person signed in at the door.


Approval of the Agenda and Minutes:
Chair Schettler called for approval of the agenda and entertained a motion to accept the agenda as presented.
Motion to approve the agenda as printed was made by Mike Sonsalla. Second by George Weinreis. Motion Carried

Chair Schettler called for approval of the 2024 Little Missouri Scenic River Commission meeting minutes and entertained a motion to accept the minutes as presented.
Motion to approve the minutes from the 2024 Little Missouri Scenic River Commission meeting as presented was made by Pam Hestekin. Second by Mike Sonsalla. Motion Carried.


Election of officers: 
Chair Schettler asked for nominations for the position of chair. Pam Hestekin nominated George Weinreis. George declined stating this may be his last year on the committee. George made a motion to cast a unanimous ballot for Pam Hestekin. Second by Mike Sonsalla. No additional nominations were presented. Pam was elected Chair by unanimous ballot. 
Chair Schettler asked for nominations for the position of vice chair. Mike Sonsalla nominated George Weinreis for the position of vice chair. Second by Pam Hestekin. No other nominations were presented. Motion carried. George Weinreis was elected vice chair. 
Bryce Kasen provided a Water Resources Update. Drought conditions have been eliminated except for NE corner and SW corner’s of the state. He provided an overview of the Palmer Drought Severity Index (PDSI) which  shows a more moderate picture of drought conditions and is used in reviews for issuing temporary water permits, and indicating the streamflow duration over the past year. The spikes in the streamflow duration graph at Marmarth reflected rainfall in SD that moved through.  The gauges at Medora and Watford City show the flow through of that precipitation. The dotted line on the graph is the 30 CFS minimum flow condition where industrial water depot operators need to shut down water removals. A new USGS gauge has been installed North of Killdeer near the Highway 82 Bridge near Little Missouri State Park. This gauge will eventually report stream flow which will be an important tool for water management. Three PRSENS monitors are located on the Little Missouri River  between each of the USGS measuring stations. Four PRSENS monitors on wells have been added this year. 687-acre feet of water were used for irrigation, 323-acre feet were used for industrial. 103,384-acre feet of water flowed past the Long X Bridge in 2024. 99 percent of all water usage was downstream of the Long X Bridge. Projections for Lake Sakakawea  anticipate a lower lake level this year than last year and the year before. 
Paul Taylor provided an update on the  two parks along the Little Missouri River. Sully Creek State Park was renamed Rough Rider State Park in the fall of 2024. He provided an update on the construction at Rough Rider State Park which is one of the busiest parks across the department. Construction will make room for a total of 67 camp sites, new water and electrical services, new water tower, new dump station as well as a  new comfort station built to storm shelter standards  in 2026. Little Missouri State Park may be the smallest table land footprint park in the system yet has over 45 miles of trails. 
He provided an update on the trails being worked on.  Curt Glasgoe asked about the use of the trails such as horse, bike, ATV. Focus will remain on horse and hiking currently. There is discussion on opening some sections for mountain biking.
Eathen Whitecalf and Mary Fredricks from MHA  Nation’s new Park & Reserves Department were in attendance.  The tribe has acquired land adjacent to Little Missouri State Park for their first National Tribal Park.
Dan Lloyd and Terry Traynor from Grid United, provided a report on the North Plains Connector Electrical Transmission Line. Grid United is a new company – about 3 years old. There are 3 electrical grids: East, West and Texas. Electrical grids need to be kept consistent at 60 hertz. The North Plains Connector will be a 420-mile, high voltage, Direct Current transmission line which would provide a connection between the east and west grids which does not exist at this time in the northern area. This will enable the ability to move electricity between the grids as needed. The company started by talking to landowners to identify the best and most acceptable route for the line.   They partner with utility and power companies to provide connections at the terminal ends. Mike Sonsalla asked if all easements have been secured. They are at approximately 96 percent, working towards 100 percent voluntary easement acquisition. Question was asked  if they are using single poles. That is their preference but there may be some that will require larger ones.  The Direct Current line allows for transmission with less physical infrastructure than an AC line.   The project started in 2021. In 2022 outreach began to seek easements from private landowners. They hope to have all permits in hand by 2026 and start  construction in 2028 with 4 years of construction. There are 2 companies that provide the equipment needed with a 5-7 year wait on orders. The lines will cross the Little Missouri River between Slope and Golden Valley counties. They have partnered with the Montana and North Dakota Community Foundations to assist in community fundraising and various community needs. $3.7 million has been invested over the last 3 years through community foundations. This will continue for the next 3 years. Applications are taken twice per year through ads placed in the papers. The transmission line is an interstate connection between the east and west grid; there are no other lines connecting to it. The value of this grid is when the lines are stressed in either grid power can be moved to where it is needed.  The question of housing for workers as construction begins was asked. It is estimated there will be 800 employees at peak construction, but housing has not yet been studied. The company is requesting comments on the crossing of the Little Missouri River. The company is not going through eminent domain. George Weinreis indicated Golden Valley has heard from the company and has been very happy with the processes being used to obtain easements. Comments from the committee members were generally positive. The LMSRC scope of interest is mainly bank to bank as stated by Joe Schettler. George Weinreis feels the company has done well and been very professional with what they have been doing.  George did ask about the US Forest Service land in Slope county and how the permitting process is going with them. The company is still working on the permitting process but has received good feedback on where the line is. They still need to go through the environmental studies which are anticipated to be completed within the next year. 
Next meeting date was set for September 8, 2026.
A written water quality update report will be provided by Karl Rockman later in the year.
Terms expiring this year are for Slope and Bowman County. McKenzie and Billings Counties will be contacted to get those back in line for a 2-year term.
Motion to adjourn by Mike Sonsalla. Second by Karl Rockman. Motion Carried.
Meeting Adjourned at 3:24 pm MDT.
