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NATURE

Devils Lake is located in the heartland’s prairie pothole
region. As the glaciers retreated some 10,000 years ago,
ƚŚĞǇ ůĞŌ ƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐ ŽĨ ƐŵĂůů ĚĞƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ͕ ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ
ĐĂůůĞĚ ƉŽƚŚŽůĞƐ͕ ͞ŬĞƩůĞƐ͟ Žƌ ƐůŽƵŐŚƐ͕ ƚŚĂƚ ĐŽůůĞĐƚ ǁĂƚĞƌ͘
These wetlands are prime waterfowl habitat, providing
viewing areas for snow and blue geese, ducks and grebes.
tŽŽĚůĂŶĚ ďŝƌĚƐ ƵŶŝƋƵĞ ƚŽ EŽƌƚŚ ĂŬŽƚĂ ƐĞƫŶŐƐ ĂƌĞ
ĂďƵŶĚĂŶƚ͕ƐƵĐŚĂƐǁĂƌďůĞƌƐ͕ŇǇĐĂƚĐŚĞƌƐ͕ĂůƟŵŽƌĞŽƌŝŽůĞƐ
and woodpeckers. Other bird species worth looking for are
the common goldeneye, red-necked grebe, Forster’s tern,
cormorants and northern waterthrush.
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Devils Lake, North Dakota’s largest natural lake, is home to
Grahams Island State Park an 1,122 acre park on the lakes’s
west side. The lake is a closed drainage basin, marked by
ƉĞƌŝŽĚƐŽĨŇƵĐƚƵĂƟŶŐǁĂƚĞƌůĞǀĞůƐ͘
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The Sioux called the lake “Mini-Wakon,” thought to mean
͞^Ɖŝƌŝƚ͟Žƌ͞,ŽůǇtĂƚĞƌ͘͟/ŶŇƵĞŶĐĞĚƉĞƌŚĂƉƐďǇ/ŶĚŝĂŶůĞŐĞŶĚƐ
of drowned warriors and massive waves, early explorers
translated the phrase as “Bad Spirit.” The name later became
Devils Lake.
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Although mixed grass prairie is the predominant natural
ǀĞŐĞƚĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚŝƐƌĞŐŝŽŶ͕ƚŚĞǁŽŽĚůĂŶĚƐĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞĚǁŝƚŚ
ĞǀŝůƐ >ĂŬĞ ŵĂŬĞ ƵƉ Ă ůĂƌŐĞ ƉŽƌƟŽŶ ŽĨ 'ƌĂŚĂŵƐ /ƐůĂŶĚ͛Ɛ
ŶĂƚƵƌĂů ǀĞŐĞƚĂƟŽŶ͘ dŚĞ ĚĞŶƐĞůǇ ǁŽŽĚĞĚ ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ ŽĨ
Grahams Island supports bur oak, northern hackberry,
green ash, American elm and boxelder. North Dakota’s
ƐƚĂƚĞ ŇŽǁĞƌ͕ ƚŚĞ ƉƌĂŝƌŝĞ ƌŽƐĞ͕ ďůŽŽŵƐ ŝŶ ĂďƵŶĚĂŶĐĞ Ăƚ
Grahams Island. Some of the wildlife found in the park
include red fox, raccoon, squirrels, white-tailed deer,
coyote and beaver, as well as wild turkeys.
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dŚĞĮƌƐƚŬŶŽǁŶǁŚŝƚĞƐĞƩůĞƌǁĂƐĂƉƚĂŝŶƵŶĐĂŶ'ƌĂŚĂŵ͕
ǁŚŽĂƌƌŝǀĞĚƐŚŽƌƚůǇĂŌĞƌƚŚĞtĂƌŽĨϭϴϭϮ͘dŚĞ^ĐŽƚƚƌĂĚĞƌ
and trapper, for whom Grahams Island State Park was named,
ŵĂƌƌŝĞĚ,ĂǌĂŚ͕ƚǁŝŶƐŝƐƚĞƌƚŽ^ŝŽƵǆŚŝĞĨtĂǇͲͲ'ŝǀĞŶŐĞĞ͘
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/Ŷϭϴϯϵ͕ƚŚĞh͘^͘'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐĞŶƚ:ŽƐĞƉŚEŝĐŽůůĞƚĂŶĚ:ŽŚŶ
ŚĂƌůĞƐ&ƌĞŵŽŶƚ͕͞dŚĞWĂƚŚĮŶĚĞƌ͕͟ƚŽŵĂŬĞƚŽƉŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐĂů

maps of the area. Fremont wrote in his journal, “Enchanted
tĂƚĞƌƐŝƐĂďĞĂƵƟĨƵůƐŚĞĞƚŽĨǁĂƚĞƌ͕ƚŚĞƐŚŽƌĞƐďĞŝŶŐďƌŽŬĞŶ
ŝŶƚŽƉůĞĂƐŝŶŐŝƌƌĞŐƵůĂƌŝƚǇďǇƉƌŽŵŽŶƚŽƌŝĞƐĂŶĚůŝƩůĞŝƐůĂŶĚƐ͘͟
dŚĞůĂŬĞƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚĐŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂůĮƐŚŝŶŐǁŝƚŚƉŝĐŬĞƌĞůĐĂƵŐŚƚ
by pitchfork and “stacked like cordwood in wagons and
ƐŚŝƉƉĞĚ ĞĂƐƚ͘͟ 'ƌĂŚĂŵƐ /ƐůĂŶĚ ǁĂƐ ƉĞƌŵĂŶĞŶƚůǇ ƐĞƩůĞĚ ďǇ
the 1880s. Chief sources of island income were from wood
ĂŶĚĐĂƩůĞ͘KƚŚĞƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐƐƉƌĂŶŐƵƉĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚĞůĂŬĞ͘/Ŷ
ϭϴϴϮ͕ƚŚĞĐŝƚǇŽĨĞǀŝůƐ>ĂŬĞǁĂƐĨŽƵŶĚĞĚďǇ,͘D͘ƌĞĞů͘
dŚĞ ůĂŬĞ ƐĞƌǀĞĚ ĂƐ Ă ŵĞĂŶƐ ŽĨ ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ ĨŽƌ ƐĞƩůĞƌƐ͘
In 1833 a Mississippi River steamboat operator, Edward
,ĞĞƌŵĂŶ͕ůĂƵŶĐŚĞĚĂƐŵĂůůƐŝĚĞǁŚĞĞůƐƚĞĂŵĞƌ͕ƚŚĞDŝŶŶŝĞ,͕
ŽŶĞǀŝůƐ>ĂŬĞ͘,ŝƐďŽĂƚƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶďĞƚǁĞĞŶƚŚĞ
north and south shores for several decades. From 1883-1886,
/ƌǀŝŶĞŚƵƌĐŚŽƉĞƌĂƚĞĚĂŇĂƚͲďŽƩŽŵĞĚĨĞƌƌǇĂĐƌŽƐƐDĂƵǀĂŝƐ
Coulee. The town of Churchs Ferry takes its name from this
short-lived business venture.
/Ŷϭϵϴϴ͕ƚŚĞEŽƌƚŚĂŬŽƚĂWĂƌŬƐĂŶĚZĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ
assumed management of a system of state parks and
ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶĂƌĞĂƐŽŶĞǀŝůƐ>ĂŬĞ͘ZŝƐŝŶŐůĂŬĞůĞǀĞůƐŶĞĐĞƐƐŝƚĂƚĞĚ
ƚŚĞĐůŽƐƵƌĞŽĨƚŚĞEĂƌƌŽǁƐ^ƚĂƚĞZĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶƌĞĂŝŶϭϵϵϱĂŶĚ
Shelvers Grove in 2004.

TRAIL INFORMATION

Hiking Trail: The 2.1 mile hiking trail at Grahams Island
is open to hiking and biking. The trail meanders through
ash/oak woodlands which provide an opportunity to bird
watch, photograph waterfowl and wildlife, and view 130
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚƉůĂŶƚƐƉĞĐŝĞƐƚŚĂƚĂƌĞŶĂƟǀĞƚŽ'ƌĂŚĂŵƐ/ƐůĂŶĚ͘
ƌŽƐƐŽƵŶƚƌǇ^ŬŝdƌĂŝů͗There are approximately 3 miles
of Cross Country Ski Trails. These trails are maintained for
ǁŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ͘dŚĞƐŶŽǁĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĂǀĂŝůĂďŝůŝƚǇ
of trails. Trails are groomed weekly in the winter and are
ready to ski.
;ϳϬϭͿϳϲϲͲϰϬϭϱ
www.parkrec.nd.gov
www.facebook.com/prdgisp

